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My year as president has come to an 
end.  This will be my last article.  Hard to 
believe how fast the year has gone by.  It 
has been a pleasurable and challenging 
year.  It has also been a year of change 
for the Racine Board of REALTORS® and 
a year of personal growth for myself.  I 
am thankful for this opportunity and 
appreciate the support of our wonderful 
staff, the Board of Directors and our 
membership.  Thank you.   
 
Interesting to think back on some of the 
changes this year.  Even more 
interesting to think back to the changes 
that have occurred in the last 100 years.  
Some interesting statistics for the Year 
1910: 
 

·  The average life expectancy for 
men was 47. 

·  Only 14 percent of homes had a 
bathtub. 

·  Only 8 percent of homes had a 
telephone. 

·  The average US wage was 
22 cents per hour. 

·  Coffee was fifteen cents a 
pound. 

·  The Racine Board of 
REALTORS® was founded! 

 
Change.  What a difference a 
century makes.  Where would we be 
without change?   
 
I was fortunate to oversee the board 
during our historic 100 year 
anniversary.  Our programs did a 
great job of incorporating this 
celebration into so many of our 
events.  I hope to see many of you at 
our 100 year Gala Celebration at 
Wingspread.  
 
Our theme for the year was to shoot 
for the moon.  I hope you all continue 
to do so with much continued 
success. 
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The Membership Meeting that had been 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 31 to 
present the findings of the Joint 
Consolidation Task Force and the vote 
on their recommendations was 
postponed indefinitely. 
 
The study by the Task Force and 
resulting recommendations were based 
on the consolidation of three 
organizations:  our Board, The Kenosha 
REALTORS® Association  (KRA) and the 
Lakes Area REALTORS® Assoc. (LARA). 

On August 17 LARA’s membership 
overwhelmingly voted for consolidation.  
On August 24, the members’ present at 
the KRA meeting failed to cast the 2/3 
majority required by their Bylaws to 
approve consolidation.  We do 
understand, however, that there could 
be a re-vote allowable by provisions in 
their Bylaws. 
 
Since the recommendations that were 
being made are based on a three-
organization consolidation,further study 
would be needed to see if a two 
organization consolidation would be 
beneficial, if KRA does not participate. 
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Open houses can be a great sales tool—but hosting one 
also exposes you to numerous unfamiliar people for the 
first time. Take these steps to stay safe: 
 

1. If possible, always try to have at least one other 
person working with you at the open house. 

 
2. Check your cell phone’s strength and signal prior 

to the open house. Have emergency numbers 
programmed on speed dial.  

 
3. Upon entering a house for the first time, check all 

rooms and determine several “escape” routes. 
Make sure all deadbolt locks are unlocked to 
facilitate a faster escape. 

 
4. Make sure that if you were to escape by the back 

door, you could escape from the backyard. 
Frequently, high fences surround yards that 
contain swimming pools or hot tubs. 
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We are always happy to alert our members to a 
free educational or informational opportunity 
provided by one of our fine Affiliate members.  
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage will be hosting a 
Center Stage Workshop on Wednesday, 
September 15th.   
 
Center Stage Workshops feature some of 
today’s most sought-after speakers in the real 
estate industry, including Rick DeLuca. He’s a 
great source for proven business strategies, 
new ideas and valuable inspiration. Rick will 
share his latest workshop…"12 Week Power 
Planning!"      This is a great opportunity to gain 
insight into proven and effective business 
strategies to grow your business and better 
serve your clients. 
 

The event will be held Wednesday, September 
15, 2010 from 12 – 4 p.m. with a deli lunch 
buffet provided.  Register today for your FREE 
seat to this event!  Please visit 
www.wellsfargo.com/events to register or 
contact George Runjo at (262) 598-3051 for 
more information. 

 

 
5 Have all open house visitors sign in. Ask for full name, 

address, phone number and e-mail. 
 

6. When showing the house, always walk behind the prospect. 
Direct them; don’t lead them. Say, for example, “The 
kitchen is on your left,” and gesture for them to go ahead of 
you. 

 
7. Avoid attics, basements, and getting trapped in small 

rooms. 
 

8. Notify someone in your office, your answering service, a 
friend or a relative that you will be calling in every hour on 
the hour. And if you don’t call, they are to call you. 

 
9. Inform a neighbor that you will be showing the house and 

ask if he or she would keep an eye and ear open for 
anything out of the ordinary. 

 
10. Don’t assume that everyone has left the premises at the 

end of an open house. Check all of the rooms and the 
backyard prior to locking the doors. Be prepared to defend 
yourself, if necessary. 
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By December 14, 2010 all real estate license holders in Wisconsin are required by 
the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing to complete 18 hours of 
Continuing Education (four, three-hour core classes and two, three-hour elective 
classes) to renew their license. The only exception is if a licensee received his or 
her original sales or broker license after January 1, 2009.  These new license 
holders do not need to take the 2009-2010 continuing education.  They only need 
to renew their real estate license by December 14, 2010. 
 
While it is the licensee’s responsibility to complete the continuing education by the 
deadline, it is the broker’s responsibility to verify that his or her agents have 
completed their continuing education.  It is the responsibility of the school 
providing the CE education to maintain records of completion.  The DRL will 
conduct an audit in February/March, 2011 asking the licensee to provide evidence 
of completion of the continuing education.   
 
Your Racine Board of REALTORS® Inc., has acquired the DVDs of the courses 
from WRA.  Watching these DVDs, using the accompanying workbooks and 
passing a closed-book exam at the end of each presentation will fulfill your 
requirement.  We are required to administer and monitor the classes and since 
this takes time away from other staff duties we are announcing the following group 
sessions: 
 
Course 1, Listing Contracts  Monday, October 4, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Course 2, Offer to Purchase  Wednesday, October 6, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Course 3, New Developments  Thursday, October 7, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Course 4, Buyer Agency Agreements Monday, October 11, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Elective A, Risk Reduction  Wednesday October 13, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Elective C, Condominiums  Thursday October 14, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Each class in this evening session will cost an RBR member $20.00 and the 
entire six class session will be offered for $100.00 for RBR Members. (no refunds) 
 
A final group session will be repeated November 1-1 1 with afternoon 
sessions from 1:00-4:30 p.m., again on the Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
schedule.  Each class will cost a Racine Board of R EALTORS, Inc. member 
$15.00 and if the attendee enrolls in all six sessi ons (no refunds) the price 
will be $75.00.   
 
For these group sessions we must have a minimum of five people to sign up for 
each class at least one week prior to the class, or we will cancel the session.  
There is also a maximum of 25 students per class.   
 
If members wish to come to the Board office during office hours (9 a.m.- 4 p.m.) 
and take the classes outside of the advertised class sessions the price will be 
$25.00 per class.  After November 21 the per-class price will be $35.00.  This 
individual usage must be prearranged through Association Executive Gary Stamm 
and is only available if the DVDs and conference room are available and staff time 
will allow monitoring of the class. 
 
Please, do not wait until the last minute to comple te your requirement.  If 
you wish to receive your education through RBR call  NOW to get on the list 
to attend one of the sessions above. 
 

��&	���	�#��	 �
'(���	���)�
 
 
President-Elect Amy 
Karegeannes and Program 
Committee Chair Kate 
Venturini are busy 
completing plans for the 
2011 Officer and Board 
Installation.  Hold the date 
– Thursday evening, 
October 27.   
 
Amy knows that the 
business climate and 
personal economics are 
tough.  She is working to 
make the evening 
affordable and casual so 
that many of our members 
can attend. 
 
We do know that the new 
WRA Chairman, Joe 
Horning, will be present to 
install our new Board of 
Directors and share a few 
thoughts.   
 

The 2010 Dues statements 
will be mailed to you in 
just a few weeks.  For 
REALTOR® members (this 
includes appraisers) your 
total should be $560.00.  
This includes RBR, WRA 
and NAR dues.  While the 
WRA increased dues $7 
for agents, the Racine 
Board and NAR dues 
remain the same. 
 
Dues are payable to the 
RBR by check (no credit 
or debit cards) and must be 
paid by November 30 to 
avoid late penalties.   
 



 

���������	
��
����	�
�����	������
�������� � ���� 
� ����
����	���	�
����
	���	����������	��� 
�
�!�
����
	������
�
�	
�"
�������������
��
����#���
�
����	
 ��	�$����
�%�����&#�'����"��
"
���������	
��� �����
����	���
"

��	�!	�	�����
	
���	�
��	
�"�����
�	%� ��(
�!����	�#�������	�
��"
���
	�������	������

����������)	����
"�
����	�����������
�
�!���
�
��

�
�����

�������
���$�"�
�����!	!��
�� 
��	���
��
���	%
�
���
���	�
���
*� �
�$����������+����	��#��
�
����,��������� ��	

���"
���
����
���
������ �$�����$���
���	���
��
��
	
�%��
�	��
��
��
���
�
� 

��#���������%�%����	���
�
���������! ��
�-�
!�
�
�	�
��
���.�
"
����	��/0������������#������� ������

�
��%�����"
���
�������!
����
��
�	���)	���#����
����� ������	������
����

!
� ��	��	
��	���"
�������
��
�
��%�$��
��
�������# ###�������� ��	

���
�	��!�	�
� �����1
������
���
��	��
���
�����
�%����&��	��
���
�����
�%����&��	��
���
�����
�%����&��	��
���
�����
�%����& #��

 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��������	
��� ������������� � � � � 
��	��*������

  

  

 

Once the client has completed the classroom training 
and counseling, they receive a certificate that is good 
for a two year period and is required for the various 
down payment assistance programs such as the City 
of Racine's Down Payment Assistance Program, 
Down Payment Plus or the City's IDA program. 
  
Housing Resources, Inc has a number of REALTORS® 
who have helped with the presentations over the 
years, but they are always looking to expand the list.  
Presenters are allowed one hour to complete their 
presentation and are asked to stick with the basics of 
home buying such as reviewing an Offer to Purchase, 
what the MLS is and how it works, what the various 
disclosures and addenda are, what the role of the 
real estate professional is in the process, etc.  
  
Participating presenters are able to provide the 
attendees with business cards as well as other 
literature/brochures/materials. Even in this "down" 
market Housing Resources, Inc. is averaging 
anywhere from 15 to 50 families attending their 
monthly classes and 2009 was the best year they 
ever had as far as participants and closings.  And 
they are on target to exceed 2009 numbers! 
  
If any REALTOR® is interested in doing a presentation, 
or would simply like more information about Housing 
Resources, Inc. contact Mark Schultz, Program 
Manager at 262-636-8271. His office address is 1442 
N. Memorial Drive, Racine. 
    

Housing Resources, Inc. is a HUD-approved, 
NeighborWorks-certified, non-profit homebuyer 
training agency that has been working in Racine for 
approximately 10 years and has helped nearly 400 
families purchase their first home.  Training consists 
of 6-8 hours of classroom training, as well as one-on-
one counseling to determine their client's readiness 
for home purchase.  
  
During monthly classes (they hold one class in 
English and one in Spanish each month throughout 
the year) speakers include presenters from the 
various areas of home purchase, e.g. a REALTOR®, 
home inspector, insurance agent, mortgage lender, 
etc. 
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Welcome 
 
New REALTOR® Members: 
Ginna Perrelle   RE/MAX Newport  
Carolyn Powers  First Weber Group  
 
Transfers from another Board: 
Charles Corrie  Image Realty (from LARA�  
 
Office Change : 
Cheryl Turkowski Doperalski & Associates  
Jan Fuller  RE/MAX Newport 
Dan Gobis  RE/MAX Newport 
John Lapetina  RE/MAX Newport 
Vicki Walmsley  RE/MAX Newport 
William Walmsley RE/MAX Newport 
Anthony Wooden RE/MAX Newport 
 

The Program Committee is busy laying out plans for the 
remainder of the year.  It sounds like some fun and productive 
times. 
 
In another article in this issue we talk about the Installation on 
October 27.  The exact time (it will be in the evening) and place 
will soon be announced but hold the date for this affordable 
event. 
 
On November 18 there will be a Membership breakfast 
meeting.  We won’t disclose what is going to happen yet, but 
we’ll give you a little hint.  It’s called, “It’s All About You.”  Plan 
on attending because you deserve to think about yourself every 
once in a while. 
 
The RBR Holiday Party is also in the works.  The Committee is 
looking at December 2.  Quite possibly this will be an “after 
work”, casual affair that you can come and go at your pleasure. 
 
Watch for details, but save these dates. 
 

 

/����������1�������.�.�.� �
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2�&	���	�����3�����
�#��	(���� �
-	������%%������
����� �� �
�

 

FEDERAL  
President Obama Makes Third Wisconsin Visit 
President Obama will visit Milwaukee on Labor Day for an 
economic speech, his third trip to Wisconsin this summer. He 
is expected to speak about the economy at the annual 
Laborfest put on by the Milwaukee Area Labor Council at the 
Summerfest grounds. Since elected, President Obama has 
visited Wisconsin five times. 
 
Rural Housing Service to Issue Loan Guarantees 
By mid-September, the U.S. Rural Housing Service plans to 
issue single-family mortgage loan guarantees by the middle 
of the month, says U.S. Rural Housing Service Administrator 
Tammye Trevino in an Aug. 23 notice. In the meantime, 
conditional commitments will still be issued and the lender will 
assume all risk until the loan note guarantee is issued. 
Conditional commitments issued after May 26  will be 
processed in the order by which they were received. The 
agency is also working on a system upgrade to 
accommodate  its new 3.5 percent upfront fee and new 
annual fee of up to 0.5 percent. The new system will also 
accommodate a waiver of any fees for low- and very-low 
income borrowers.  
 
STATE 
Wind Energy Turbine Rules Complete 
Wisconsin’s Public Service Commission has finished writing 
rules to govern the placement and regulation of wind energy 
turbines throughout the state. Statewide standards could 
clear the way for faster permitting and erection of individual 
as well as ‘farms’ of wind energy turbines. Highlights of the 
rules include minimum safety placement standards, required 
monetary compensation for non-participating residents near a 
turbine site, and a system for complaints. One goal of the 
statewide standards, is to remove confusion based on local or 
county ordinances, many of which did not have standards for 
the large turbines. If it desires, the legislature may review the 
rules. 
 
LOCAL 
Town of Raymond Delays Ordinance Action 
Town of Raymond supervisors unanimously agreed to delay 
action based on testimony given at their August meeting, 
concerning an ordinance forwarded for consideration by the 
Plan Commission. The proposed ‘Conditions and Restrictions 

ordinance would prevent any property owner who owed 
the Town any sums of money that were past due (such 
as assessments, fees or property taxes), from requesting 
any approvals concerning land use. As drafted, the 
ordinance presented numerous unintended 
consequences as well as other legal questions that are 
better addressed prior to the passing of such an 
ordinance. Town Supervisors deserve tremendous credit 
for working cooperatively with us to send the ordinance 
with comments specifying our concerns, back to the 
attorney. 
 
ELECTION NEWS 
WRA Endorsements in Racine County 
The following candidates have received an endorsement 
from the Wisconsin REALTORS Association. The primary 
election is September 14 and the general election is 
November 2. Candidates listed with an asterisk (*) face a 
primary challenge. 
 
SENATE DISTRICT 21 
John Lehman (Incumbent Democrat) 
 
ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 61 
*Robert Turner (Incumbent Democrat) 
 
ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 62 
Corey Mason (Incumbent Democrat) 
 
ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 63 
Robin J. Vos (Incumbent Republican) 
http://www.news.wra.org/story.asp?a=1339 
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September is REALTOR ® Safety Month.  Here are a 
couple of tips from the National Assoc. of 
REALTORS® 
 
Keep it light 
Show properties before dark. If you are going to be 
working after hours, advise your associate or first-line 
supervisor of your schedule. If you must show a 
property after dark, turn on all lights as you go 
through, and don't lower any shades or draw curtains 
or blinds. 
 
Checking in 
When you have a new client, ask him/her to stop by 
your office and complete a Prospect Identification 
Form (Find a copy online at 
www.REALTOR.org/Safety). Also, photocopy their 
driver’s license and retain this information at your 
office. Be certain to properly discard this personal 
information when you no longer need it. 



 

 
 
 
 

Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: 
President  Linda Johnson   First Weber Group   262-637-9801    
President-Elect Amy Karegeannes  Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 

   Sec/Treasurer  John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 

Affiliates Committee Christine Markusen  Knight-Barry Title Co.   262-633-2479 
Building Maintenance Ted Hart   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Marco Celeste   Curb Appeal Home Inspection  262-939-3474 
Bylaws   Executive Committee  
Charitable Mission Nicole Ramirez    First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Communications John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Education  Carol Hawes   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990  
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter   Champayne Realty   262-902-5876                                                                 
Finance   Randy Curtin   Curtin & Associates LLC  262-681-6379 
Golf Committee  Kelly Remer-Stinefast  U.S. Bank    262- 884-3803 
   Monte Bohman, Co-Chair Johnson Bank    262-681-4652 
Governmental Affairs Fritz Cape   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Royce DeBow, Co-Chair Government Affairs Director  262-994-2231 
Grievance Committee Scott Fortier   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
MLS Representative Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Nominating *  Pat Murphy   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Sue Causey, Co-Chair  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 262-681-2020 
Orientation  Jessica Smith   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
Personnel **  Peggy Shumway  American Homes Realty   262-631-6909 
Professional Standards Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Programs  Kate Venturini   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
RPAC   Julie Lang, Co-Chair  First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Pamela Cartwright, Co-Chair Shorewest REALTORS®  262-636-2121 
Strategic Planning Executive Committee 
 

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.   
Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have. 
 

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee     ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents 
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