On Wednesday August 19" we had a
breakfast meeting with our guest speaker
Dr. James Shaw from the Racine Unified
School District. After hearing Dr Shaw’s
brutally honest report of the state of the
RUSD, we heard different responses
from the membership following his visit.

It was interesting to hear how the
audience digested his report, some
negatively, and some positively.

Some asked questions regarding what
Racine Unified is doing about the
problems they presently have. Others
looked at it and asked how can we help
make it better. Dr Shaw suggested if we
volunteer our time it would make a large
difference. Our board and its
committees are looking at asking some
of our REALTORS® and Affiliates to get
involved with a mentoring program which
would involve working with the students
and the teachers after school.

The people who take the positive approach
and help out in the communities are always
known as the real professionals and can play
a major part of improving our school system.
We try to look at the glass as being half full
and not half empty. Try to lend a hand with
your time and talents instead of complaining
about how something needs to change and
work better. Instead of asking “What can my
school system do for me and my family? Ask
“What can | do to improve our school
system?” Working together we CAN make a
difference.

Serving this past year as the Racine Board of
REALTORS® President has been very
interesting, and | have faced many challenges.
I have learned a lot about people and a lot
about myself. As we close out the year, we
look forward to better times ahead. News
reports are still coming in more on the positive
side as sales of existing homes continue to
rebound.

continued on page 3)

School has begun and the days of summer
(did we have any?) draw to a close.

This has always been a favorite time of year
for me. When | was a kid | was the strange
one who liked school. And the first taste of
crisp autumn days has always been a thrill
to me. | can already taste the caramel
apples. Fall was always like the beginning
of the new year to me--my favorite season.

Will this indeed be the beginning of a new
season for all of us? | speak of a season

of prosperity returning. Won't it be nice
to put these past couple of years
behind us? For many of us, it was a
small taste of what our Mothers and
Fathers went through 70 years or so
ago. Thanks heavens we will not have
to endure as much as they did.

Here’s to increased home sales,
prosperity, peace and friendship to us
all.




It's almost time to praise the old and
welcome the new. That's right our
annual Board Installation of Officers and
Directors will be here in a few weeks.

October 1 is the date and the Racine
Country Club is the place. We will gather
at 6 p.m. After a brief business meeting
our officers and directors will be installed
by Wisconsin REALTORS® Association
Vice President, Mike Theo. Mike is VP of
Legal and Public Affairs and will also give
an update of his area of expertise.

Then it's time to don your grass skirt and
grab your conch shell. Well, not really.
We will, however, enjoy a delicious
Polynesian themed banquet. The
country club’s award winning chef will
thrill us with a variety of “island” dishes
that are sure to please everyone. All of
this for only $24 per person. Guests are
welcome.

By now most everyone knows that a couple
of months ago and errant driver swung
through the front yard of the Board office
and mowed down our flagpole, sign and a
tree. Fortunately, no one was hurt. We
are happy to report that the flagpole has
been replaced and the grounds re-
landscaped.

Just a couple of weeks ago our sewer line
blocked up. The resulting jet blasting of
the line caused a breakage. Some sewer
water did flow into the basement
conference room and back-up from the first
floor toilets. A special cleaning company
was brought in to clean up and disinfect the
area.

Special thanks to President Mike Voss and
Patricia Kelly for overseeing much of this
challenge while AE Gary Stamm was out of
the office.

Won't you join us? Our Membership
Meetings have been getting better and
better. Those who have attended have
enjoyed the networking and fellowship
that they have experienced. Even if
you can't stay for the dinner, you are
welcome to come to the meeting and
installation. Call the Board office to
confirm your attendance, however.

Honor our incoming officers: Linda
Johnson, President; Amy
Karegeannes; President-Elect and
John Suprak, Secretary/Treasurer, our |
new Directors: Diane Maritato, Reggie " '
Hunter and Ray Leffler, as well as our

returning Directors: Mike Voss, June

Eilers, Carol Hawes and Barb

Stublaski.

The deadline for reservations
(including payment) is Wednesday,
September 23.
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| ask all of you to welcome your new president, Linda Johnson,
her officers and the new Directors of the Board. Be available to
them if they need your help and advice. Ask them how you can
be of help to make our board run more efficient and smooth.
Make suggestions on what you're looking for from our board
and our meetings and outings.

| close by thanking you for your support and guidance and wish
all of you the best of luck in the next year.

Thank you,

"#$% & ( Peter Ress

Reynolds.
RUSD Associate to the Director of Communication

After meeting with your organization, Dr. James Shaw,
Superintendent of Schools, indicated that REALTORS® would like
to have a brochure of specifically the Racine Unified School
District. While we produce no such document, we do have a variety
of information that we can provide.

The following are links that | feel will help assist your and your
clients when it comes time to find their home here in the Racine
area. | would like to note that all the information provided in this
correspondence is also available on our Web site
www.racine.k12.wi.us.

Our District (includes: maps, newsletter sign up, reports,
instructional beliefs, etc.):
http://www.racine.k12.wi.us/?do=about.content&pagelD=22
Our Schools :
http://www.racine.k12.wi.us/?do=schools.home

Frequently Asked Questions
http://www.racine.k12.wi.us/?do=about.content&pagelD=100

2009-2010 Calendars :
http://www.racine.k12.wi.us/?do=schools.content&pagelD=3

Transportation (includes information Realtors/home buyers can
use to determine a property's attendance area):
http://www.racine.k12.wi.us/?do=parents.content&pagelD=162

Do not hesitate to contact the Office of Communication and Public
Information at (262) 631-7069.
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Our Education Committee has lined up two fantastic
programs in the near future. You may contact the Board
office immediately to sign up for either or both. They are
on a first call--first served basis.

On September 24 we are brining back REALTOR®
Safety Expert, Joe Rossner. Joe was a big hit when he
was here this spring. After his one-hour presentation you
will walk out of the session with ready-to-use safety tips
that could save your life. The session will take place from
9 - 10 a.m. at the Board Office.

On October 14 at 9:30 a.m. Appraiser Mark Kowbel will
present, “Did You Know . . . Ins and Outs of Appraising?”
Mark will address any issues or questions that members
may have regarding appraisals, FHA appraisals, and
changes that have been made within the appraisal
industry regarding lending.

Email Gary at racineboard@tds.net or call 637-4426 to
reserve your spot at the September 24 and October 14
session.

The RBR Education Committee has located a top
instructor who is willing to give a CPR
certification class at the Board Office. There
would be a $30 charge per student and a
minimum of 10 students are needed for the
offering. If you are interested please contact
Carol Hawes by September 15 at:
chawes@newportracine.com .

President Voss accepts a Certificate of Appreaidtiom
Jean Garbo, Director of Marketing for the Downtown
Racine Corporation. The award was for the Board’s
sponsorship of Music on the Monument, one of the
Communication Committee’s strategies to increase ou
image and visibility within the community
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The Board’s Charitable Committee met recently
and laid out some exciting plans. RBR’s charitable
endeavors will be focused in four areas--all
designed to strengthen our community and based
around Human Necessities: FOOD, CLOTHING,
SHELTER and EDUCATION.

*We will continue to support Habitat For Humanity’s
ReStore-Resale Shop. By encouraging our
customers to donate appliances and building
materials we will support home construction for
those who may not be able to afford it.

*\We are investigating out we can become involved
with the RUSD School Mentoring program. Yes,
we can take an active role in creating better
schools in our community.

***\We will conduct food drives at area
supermarkets for the Racine County Food Bank.

***x\\e will continue our participation in the holiday
season Giving Tree by donating presents of clothes
to needy children.

Watch for announcements and emails on how you
can become involved.
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Have you heard? As of September 1% the largest
office in our Board has changed ownership as is
soon to become even larger.

Shorewest has acquired Savaglio & Cape and
eventually both Shorewest offices in Racine will
merge. They remain separate, however, for the
time being.

Randy Savaglio and Fritz Cape have been named
Co-Sales Directors for the new Shorewest Office.
Both Randy and Fritz are Past Presidents of the
Racine Board of REALTORS® and pledge their
support to our Board.
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The Holidays are just around the corner. That's
hard to believe, but true. And our Program
Committee is cooking up a Holiday Party that is
sure to be a lot of fun.

On the evening of Thursday, December 3 we will
take over a special area of Spinnakers restaurant
and gather for good food, good friends and, quite
possibly, some special treats.

Watch upcoming FloorTimes for details, but SAVE
THE DATE. December 3 is going to be a great
event and you will want to be part of it.

4 o,

Morris Reece from the City of Racine has informed us
of a seminar on Housing Options, Credit & Finances
that will offered by the Racine County UW-Extension. It
will be held on Thursday, October 8 at Gateway
Technical College.

It will provide a chance to increase you knowledge of
housing options for the homeless and affordable
housing in Racine County while understanding rights
and protections. There is a $10 registration fee which
covers lunch and materials. For more information and
registration instructions go to:
http://racine.uwex.edu/flp/documents/09HousingConfer
enceFlyer-Oct.8.pdf

1
3,
Do you have an idea for a topic or speaker you think
would provide important information for our
organization? The Government Affairs Committee is
looking for your ideas. Contact Government Affairs
Director Royce Debow at rdebow@wra.org or call him
at: (262) 994-2231 with your ideas.
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Free + Free = WRA Annual Convention!

Find out how to receive a FREE night’s stay and FREE round of
golf, just by attending the WRA Annual Convention, September
9-11. It's not too late.

REGISTER TODAY!
http://www.wra.org/Education/Events/convention09/re qistr

ation.asp

Regional Update

KRM (Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee) Commuter Rail Draf t
Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) Public Hearings

Public hearings to disseminate and receive comments on the
DEIS may take place at public hearings or through other
communication mediums, including mail, e-mail, fax or through
the KRM website. Public hearings are in an “open house”
format, with exhibits for viewing and staff available to answer
any questions.

Monday, September 14, 2009

5:00-7:00 pm (presentation: 5:45 pm)

Great Lakes Room, Racine Building, Racine Gateway
Technical College

901 Pershing Drive, Racine

Tuesday, September 15, 2009
5:00-7:00 pm (presentation: 5:45 pm)
Reuther High School, Gymnasium
913 57th Street, Kenosha

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

5:00-7:00 pm (presentation: 5:45 pm)

Harbor Lights Room, Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street, Milwaukee

Oral comments may be given to court reporters at any time
during the two hour time frame and written comments may also
be submitted at any time. In addition, written comments can be
provided through October 5, 2009, by email, mail, or fax:

E-mail: KRMonline@sewrpc.org

U.S. Mail: KRM Commuter Link, P.O. Box 1607,
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Fax: (262) 547-1103

Washington

HVCC (Home Valuation Code of Conduct)

moratorium bill introduced

National Association of REALTORS supports a bill
introduced with more than 50 co-sponsors that awaits a
committee hearing after Congress’ summer recess. H.R.
3044 would place an 18 month moratorium on HVCC.

WRA Calendar of Events may be found at this web site:
http://www.wra.org/calendar/calendar.asp

By The Numbers

10 are registered as candidates for 2010 Wisconsin
Governor’s race, including three independents, two
Democrats and five Republicans. For a list of
candidates, visit this web page:

http://elections.state.wi.us/docview.asp?docid=1675

4&locid=47

Online Resources

Non-profit group ProPublica tracks stimulus dollars
through July 20.

Article:

http://www.propublica.org/ion/stimulus

Wisconsin county-by-county breakdown:
http://projects.propublica.org/recovery/locale/wisconsin

REALTORS® Association Foreclosure Assistance
Resource Center
http://www.wisconsinforeclosurekit.org/
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Come and help celebrate the installation of our Officers and Directors.
Some special surprises are in store as well. What a great way to meet
friends and colleagues and support your Racine Board of REALTORS®.

Even if you cannot stay for dinner you are welcome to come for the
program. Please contact the Board Office so that we have an accurate
count.

Following the program enjoy a Polynesian Buffet, including dessert for only
$24.00 per person; deadline for reservation and payment is September
23. Send to Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard,
Racine, Wisconsin 53405
Our thanks to FIRST WEBER GROUP for sponsoring the installation and
helping defray costs.

Names of those attending:

Contact name and telephone:

$24.00 / per person, payable by September 23






