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Thank you to all who attended the 
installation dinner on October 1st.  For 
those of you unable to attend, we 
certainly enjoyed a special night dining 
on Polynesian food, being entertained by 
island dancers, honoring Karen Nelson 
for receiving the Quality of Life Award 
and introducing you to the current board 
of directors and leadership teams. 
 
The theme of the evening was simple:  
While our business works in cycles, we 
are now in the most challenging cycle in 
the history of real estate.  The one thing I 
continue to hear from my peers is: “I am 
working so hard without things working”.  
Now is the time we must work together, 
work harder and work smarter.  
 
As I said at the banquet, I want this to be 
the year you want  to belong to the 
Racine Board of REALTORS® not that 
you have to belong!   Many years ago, I 
was serving on a couple boards and a 
few committees.  My friend sat next to 
me {she had a part-time job and had five 
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I’m going to admit something to you.  In fact, 
I’m letting you in on a secret of an 
Association Executive.  There are times 
when an AE is glad to see a president’s term 
end. 
 
Well, don’t look for scandal here.  This 
certainly is not one of those times.  (In fact, I 
haven’t had any.)  Mike Voss was a great 
guy to work with.  He was as dependable as 
a president could be.  Whenever I needed 
something all I had to do was give him a 
call.  Mike put in a lot of hours for this 
organization and he always had RBR’s best 
interest at heart.      

  children while I was a stay at home mom with 
one child}  I was always amazed that anytime 
something was needed either of time, money 
or talents, my friend’s hand went up.  One day, 
I figured it out and realized that some people 
have plates while others have platters.  I ask 
that you find some room on your plate, no 
matter how small, and contribute to your board 
in some way. 
 
It is the collaborative efforts of our entire 
Board—REALTORS® and Affiliates—that 
guide us.  By attending our membership 
meetings, educational meetings, and soon-to-
be, social meetings you will stay connected.  
Together we will make our organization 
stronger. 
 
Remember to shoot for the moon, even if you 
miss, you will land among the stars.   
I am looking forward to a productive and 
enjoyable year. 
 
Best Regards, 
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I hope that you don’t mind that I take this 
public opportunity to give Mike my personal 
thanks. 
 
Oh, another secret.  Sometimes an AE 
dreads seeing a new president’s term 
begin.  Once again, I hate to disappoint the 
thrill seekers, but such is not the case with 
Linda Johnson.  Linda has shown nothing 
but caring, enthusiasm and cooperation 
thus far and I look forward to working with 
her in the coming year. 
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At the October 1st Installation  
Ceremony outgoing Board President 
Mike Voss didn’t have an opportunity 
to deliver an introduction for the 
incoming president.  We are happy 
to his remarks here since they serve 
as a great way to introduce to our 
new leader. 
 
We all know Linda Johnson as a very 
friendly and successful agent with 
First Weber Group, Southern 
Wisconsin.  She began her career in 
real estate in January, 2003 with N. 
Christensen, the predecessor of First 
Weber.  Almost immediately she 
gained the respect of her co-workers 
through her strong desire to be 
helpful and her outgoing personality 
with customers and co-workers. 
Linda brings a warm, pleasant smile 
and true professionalism to all of her 
dealings. 
 
John Crimmings, Linda’s broker, 
states, “Linda genuinely cares for the 
people she works with.  She 

 
 

empathizes with their situations and 
works very hard to solve their 
problems.  Although she is relatively 
new to the industry, she has fully 
grasped the concept of customer 
service and has established a 
reputation for hard work, innovative 
ideas and success. Linda continues 
to want to learn and to push herself.”  
John and the entire First Weber 
Group consider their company to be 
stronger and more successful 
because Linda chose to work there. 
 
Linda was born in Mansfield Ohio, 
and moved to Racine when her 
father took a job at the Hamilton 
beach company.  She has been 
married for 17 years to her husband 
Tom.  Two years ago he teamed up  
with Linda in her career.  They have 
two beautiful, energetic daughters 
who keep Linda and Tom running.  
They are Katie, 14, a freshman at 

 

Prairie School and Sarah,11, a sixth 
grader, also at Prairie.  Both are very 
involved in sports including soccer, 
tennis basketball and softball, to 
mention just a few. 
 
Linda has been, and will continue to 
be, a true asset to the Racine Board 
of REALTORS® and will serve as a 
tremendous ambassador for us in 
her dealings with the public.   She 
continues a long standing tradition of 
quality people giving of their precious 
time to lead this important 
organization.  We are extremely 
proud that Linda has chosen to step 
into this leadership position.  We 
know she will be successful and we 
look forward to a prosperous new 
year with Linda at the helm.  Please 
join me in welcoming our new 
president of the Racine Board of 
REALORS®, LINDA JOHNSON!! 

Newly installed RBR President, Linda Johnson 
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Dues statements for calendar year 2010 were sent out in late 
September.  If you have not received your invoice please 
contact the Board Office as soon as possible.   The dues 
remain the same as the previous year.  Neither the RBR, WRA 
or NAR dues were raised. 
 
Your dues are payable by the 30th of November. If dues are not 
at the Board Office by November 30th they are subject to a $75 
late fee through December 15.  Dues paid after December 15th 
but before January 1 are subject to a $125 late fee. Any 
member whose dues are not paid by December 31 is dropped 
as a Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc., WRA and NAR 
member and loses access to MLS until dues are paid in full.  In 
addition to the applicable dues a reinstatement fee must be 
paid according to the following schedule if a member rejoins 
within the following calendar year. 
 
Jan. 1-March 31 $150.00 
April 1 - June 30   225.00 
July 1- Sept. 30    300.00 
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31    375.00 
 
Anyone whose membership has lapsed for more than 12 
months is treated as a new member and must pay the 
applicable RBR and WRA application fees in addition to local, 
state and national dues. 
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Can you smell the freshly-cut Christmas tree?  Can 
you see the Hanukah candles burning brightly?  
Can you taste the Kwanzaa feast?  Okay, maybe 
we’re a couple of months away, but it’s not too 
early to make plans for the RBR Holiday party. 
 
On the evening of Thursday, December 3 we will 
take over a special area of Spinnakers restaurant 
and gather for good food, good friends and, quite 
possibly, some special treats.  The menu will 
include a choice of three entrees:  sizzling 
mushroom steak skillet, chicken broccoli alfredo 
and grilled salmon.  Each of these complete 
dinners with cheesecake for dessert, including tax 
and gratuity will run a mere $22.00 per person.  
Cocktails will begin at 5:30 p.m. followed at 6 p.m. 
by a brief meeting and dinner.   
 
The deadline for signing up—including selecting 
your entrée and making payment to the Board 
office—is November 25. 
 

Members occasionally ask what the NAR 
Assessment of $35 is on their dues statement.    

The National Association of REALTORS®' 
Board of Directors voted on November 17, 
1997 to fund a national Public Awareness 
Campaign for three years beginning in July 
1998, and the NAR Board has continued to 
approve the extension of the campaign in 
three-year cycles.  

NAR's campaign includes commercials on 
national television—both network and 
cable—and on network radio. 
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Our Education Committee has lined up two fantastic 
programs in the near future for RBR members. You may 
contact the Board office immediately to sign up for either 
or both.  They are on a first call--first served basis. 
 
On October 14 at 9:30 a.m. Appraiser Mark Kowbel will 
present, “Did You Know . . . Ins and Outs of Appraising?”  
Mark will address any issues or questions that members 
may have regarding appraisals, FHA appraisals, and 
changes that have been made within the appraisal 
industry regarding lending. 
  
On November 5, also at 9:30 a.m., Dora Garcia will 
discuss the City of Racine Down Payment Assistance 
Program, RSNA (Racine Safe Neighborhood Alliance IDA 
(a savings MATCH program) whereby participants 
maximizing IDA program and city and state down 
payment programs could have approximately $15,000 for 
down payment to purchase a home in IDA target areas 
and the City of Racine Housing Dept offer of fixed low 
interest loans for home improvements. 
 
Email Gary at racineboard@tds.net or call 637-4426 to 
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Mr. Anonymous Says . . .  
 
How to stay positive: 
 

1) Stop listening or reading the news.  The 
news is based on Negativity. 

2) Stop being around negative people. 
3) Start each day with a smile and always 

be the first one to say, “Good morning!” 
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The RBR 2009-2010 Board of Directors.  From left:  
Reggie Hunter, Ray Leffler, John Suprak 

(Secretary/Treasurer), Amy Karegeannes (President-Elect), 
Linda Johnson (President), June Eilers, Diane Maritato, 

Carol Hawes and Barb Stublaski. 
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The Board is hosting a food drive, “Stuff the 
Bus”, for the Racine County Food Bank on 
Saturday, November 14.  The event will take 
place from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Racine 
Wal-Mart.  A City of Racine transit bus will be 
stationed in the parking lot and the object of 
the drive is to stuff the bus with as much non-
perishable food as possible. 
 
Volunteers are needed to hand out fliers, 
collect food and stuff it (the bus that is).  
You may sign up for one-hour increments:  
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  You may sign 
up for more than one hour if you would 
like.   
 
Family members (spouses and children) can 
help as well.  Call or email Gary or Patricia at 
the Board office to reserve your spot:  
racineboard@tds.net or 637-4426.  We had 
great success last year and hope to exceed 
that this year for this very worthy cause. 
 

We were sad to hear of the passing of long time 
RBR member Mary Moore in August.  Mary was 
born in Brainerd, Minnesota but moved with her 
family as a young girl to Racine and became a 
lifelong resident.  She and husband Bill raised five 
children in our community. 
 
Mary began her career in real estate in 1972 with 
the Robert LaPour Agency.  She was also affiliated 
with Heritage, Prudential and RE/MAX during her 
thirty-five year career as a REALTOR®.  Mary was 
the recipient of a multitude of awards and career 
achievements, including the 100% and Platinum 
Clubs at RE/MAX and was exceedingly proud of 
having been one of the few who are inducted into 
the prestigious RE/MAX Hall of Fame, an honor 
bestowed her in 2008.   
 
Outside of her real estate work she loved 
needlework and embroidery and was very active in 
church work as well as numerous charitable 
organizations.  She also loved books, music, 
movies, theatre and travel.  And she relished being 
with her children, grandchildren and large extended 
family.  She will be greatly missed by all. 
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“Island Dancers” set the mood for our 
Polynesian buffet at the Installation Banquet. 

Welcome 
�

Transferring REALTOR® 
 
Mary (Sue) Fohr Sorenson Realty Assoc. 
 
 
 
Note:  New, reinstated and transferring members are 
not published in the FloorTimes until approved by the 
Board of Directors at their monthly meeting. 
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 Karen A. Nelson honored  

 
The 2009 Racine Board of REALTORS® Quality of Life 
Award was given to Karen A. Nelson at the annual 
Board of Directors Installation Dinner, October 1. 
Karen’s many friends from the real estate industry, her 
family, and others attended the dinner where past 
Board President Linda Schubring and WRA Vice 
President Mike Theo, made the presentation. Karen’s 
vast civic and community involvement with groups like 
the Girl Scouts, Racine County Board, Racine Kennel 
Club, Civic Centre, and numerous other organizations 
were cited by Linda before Karen accepted the award. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quality of Life Award winner Karen Nelson receives 
congratulations and a proclamation declaring October 1st 
“Karen Nelson Day” from County Executive Bill 
McReynolds.   
 
 
Invest in RPAC Online 
It’s easy, fast, and secure and helps the Racine Board of 
REALTORS, your profession and the housing industry.  

Now, more than ever, it is important to invest in the 
REALTOR Political Action Committee (RPAC). You can do so 
online in just a few minutes. By visiting the web site below, 
you may invest in RPAC Direct Giver, which allows you to 
control which candidates receive a donation from you: 

https://www.wra.org/Government/RPAC/RPAC_Direct_Giver_
form.asp 
 

Around Racine County  
The Norway Dover Drainage District (NDDD) 
controversy in continues. Visit these web pages for 
some additional information and background on the 
issue. 
http://www.wlmd.org/reports/NDDDannexation.pdf 
http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/article_22418a1
e-883b-11de-ac4d-001cc4c002e0.html 
http://dnr.wi.gov/news/BreakingNews_Print.asp?id=931 
http://www.tn.norway.wi.gov/index.aspx 
 
Wisconsin 
Wind farms will have uniform, statewide standards for 
determining where they can be sited. The state Public 
Service Commission will create rules for standards such 
as turbine setbacks and height, which will supersede any 
current or future local ordinances. The new law should 
clear the way for more wind farms to be built faster. 
 
President Obama nominated former Wisconsin 
Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler for district judge, 
Western District of Wisconsin. Butler's nomination now 
goes to the U.S. Senate for confirmation. The White 
House announcement is online at: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Presidential
-Nominations-sent-to-the-Senate-9/30/09/ 
 
Washington 
Call For Action to Save $8,000 Buyer Tax Credit 
Take just a few seconds to visit the web site below, and 
add your voice to help tell Congress to extend and 
expand the home buyer tax credit. 
http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/campaign/hbtc?
qp_source=actionsplash 
 
 
 
By The Numbers 
An employment outlook  survey by Manpower, reveals 
that 13 – 16 percent companies in Wisconsin's metro 
areas, forecast increasing their payrolls from October 
through December. 
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When:       Thursday, December 3, cash bar at 5:30 p.m. 
Where:       Spinnakers (on Lake Michigan) 
Cost:          $22.00 per person (includes entrée, dessert, tax and gratuity) 
Why:          It will be a whole bunch of fun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please fill out a registration form for each person attending: 
 
 
Name:____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone: ___________________________________ 
 
Choice of entrée: 
 

Chicken Broccoli Alfredo:   _____ 
 

Grilled Salmon:                      _____ 
 

Sizzling Mushroom Steak Skillet:    _____ 
 

Reservations and payment deadline is November 25 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: 
President  Linda Johnson   First Weber Group   262-637-9801    
President-Elect Amy Karegeannes  Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 

   Sec/Treasurer  John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 

Affiliates Committee Christine Markusen  Knight-Barry Title Co.   262-633-2479 
Building Maintenance Ted Hart   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
Bylaws   Executive Committee  
Charitable Mission Nicole Ramirez    First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Communications John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Education  Carol Hawes   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990  
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter   Champayne Realty   262-902-5876                                                                 
Finance   Randy Curtin   Curtin & Associates LLC  262-681-6379 
Golf Committee  Kelly Remer   Bank of Elmwood   262-554-5321 
   Monte Bohman, Co-Chair Johnson Bank    262-681-4652 
Governmental Affairs Fritz Cape   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Royce DeBow, Co-Chair Government Affairs Director  262-994-2231 
Grievance Committee Scott Fortier   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
MLS Representative Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Nominating *  Pat Murphy   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Sue Causey, Co-Chair  Coldwell Banker Residential Brok. 262-681-2020 
Orientation  Jessica Genrich   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Personnel **  Peggy Shumway  American Homes Realty   262-631-6909 
Professional Standards Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Programs  Kate Venturini   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
RPAC   Julie Lang   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Strategic Planning Executive Committee 
 

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.   
Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have. 
 

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee     ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents 
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Our apologies to our friends at AmeriCU 
Mortgage who did not receive notification 

regarding the Installation Banquet and therefore 
were not in attendance. 


