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It has been a productive month for our 
board.  Most, if not all, committees have 
met to plan their mission for the current 
year.  We have strong leaders with good 
ideas. 
 
The Board of Directors is looking into 
replacing our “missing” sign and the 
Program Committee is excited to bring 
some new social activities for the year. 
We are also privileged to have ten new 
members transfer to our board and look 
forward to their involvement. 
 
One of the things about being President 
is that I get continuous emails from the 
head honchos at NAR and WRA.  They 
let me know, first hand, about bills being 
passed, market trends, when items are 
coming up for a vote and statistical 
information. Lots of statistical 
information!  
 
I’ve been thinking a lot about our market 
lately.  I was wondering when, if ever, 
there has been a time when money is 
cheap to borrow and prices of homes are 
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Times are a bit tough now; there’s no doubt 
about that.  Times are going to get better; 
it’s just a question of when.  So we need to 
hang in there. 
 
Part of that “hanging in” is renewing your 
membership with our great organization.  It 
will pay off in the hopefully, not-too-long run. 
Remember what (was it Ben Franklin) said, 
“Penny wise and pound foolish.” 
 
Your RBR Board of Directors and Finance 
Committee are well aware of the hurt that  

  also cheap?  A little research {thanks to the 
reports from the honchos} told me that these 
two combinations have never been this 
favorable.  So how do we get buyers off the 
fence and realize that it is actually the best 
time to buy real estate?  Think about it… 
buyers who don’t take advantage of these two 
factors will price themselves out of the market 
when it changes. Eventually, either interest 
rates will go up or prices will go up.   
 
Our entire industry has become dominated by 
media negativity and we have got to do 
everything possible to flood the market with 
the knowledge they need to be hearing. The 
great part is that you don’t have to sell 
someone; rather, simply educate them. So, 
ask yourself this question… What have I done 
this week to help buyers realize these two 
factors are not always going to be the same? 
 
I hope to see everyone at our upcoming: Food 
Drive, ‘Did You Know’ Session and Holiday 
Party. 
 
Remember to shoot for the moon  with 
continued success … 
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some of our members are currently feeling.  
Even though (after trimming our budget to 
the bone) expenses slightly exceeded 
income they decided to use some of our 
reserves rather than raise dues. 
 
So remember that the dues deadline, 
without penalty, is November 30.  We don’t 
want anyone to have to pay late penalties, 
so get your dues in ASAP. 
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It is that time of the year.  Your annual dues are due by the end of this month.  We are happy to report that dues 
(RBR, WRA and NAR) did NOT go up at all the coming year.  Please note these important points. 

 
·  Dues are to be paid in full and received at the Board office no later than November 30, 2009. ( Checks 

and dues statement may be sealed in an envelope and placed in the Board office front door mail slot 
during non-business hours.) 

·  Keep the top portion as your receipt; return the bottom portion along with your payment to the Board 
office. 

·  Please pay with check, money order or cash, we do not accept debit or credit cards. 
·  Please add $75.00 late fee if received in Board office between December 1st and December 15th. 
·  Please add $125.00 late fee if received in Board office between December 16th and December 31st. 
·  If your dues are not received in the Board office (along with all late fees) by December 31, 2009, you will 

have to rejoin, including all new member or reinstatement fees. 
·  There is a $30 charge for checks returned for insufficient funds. 

 
If you have any questions regarding your dues statement, please do not hesitate to call Gary or Patricia at the 
Board office at 262-637-4426. 
 

 
 

Some REALTOR® members (this includes 
Appraisers) have asked what the $35 NAR 
Assessment is on their dues statement.  This 
mandatory assessment pays for the Public 
Awareness Campaign.   
 
NAR established the Campaign on national 
television and radio more than a decade ago 
to convince home buyers, sellers and 
investors about the value of working with a 
REALTOR®. Last year, the campaign 
expanded its messages to educate 
consumers about the benefits of 
homeownership and buying opportunities in a 
changing real estate market.  
 
The 2009 Public Awareness Campaign 
commercials focus on motivating buyers into 
the market. New TV ads, in tandem with new 
radio spots and print materials, explain the 
buyer opportunities available in many of 
today’s real estate markets, convey the 
financial and social benefits of owning a 
home, and continue to emphasize the 
importance of working with a REALTOR®. 
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Have you signed up yet?  Times a wasting.   
 
On the evening of Thursday, December 3 we will take over a 
special area of Spinnakers restaurant for our annual Holiday 
Party and gather for good food, good friends and, some special 
treats.  The menu includes a choice of three entrees:  sizzling 
mushroom steak skillet, chicken broccoli alfredo and grilled 
salmon.  Each of these complete dinners with cheesecake for 
dessert, including tax and gratuity will run a mere $22.00 per 
person.  Cocktails will begin at 5:30 p.m. followed at 6 p.m. by 
entertainment, a brief meeting and dinner.   
 
We are asking those attending to bring a new or used 
Kindergarten through 5th grade children’s book to the party.  
The books will be donated to the Julia Burney benefit of Free 
Books for Kids.  Marty Defatte has agreed to bring his truck to 
Spinnakers the night of the Holiday party so people can put 
their donated books right into the truck before entering the 
party.   
 
The deadline for signing up—including selecting your entrée 
and making payment to the Board office—is November 25. 
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It has become a holiday custom for the Racine 
Board to participate in the Giving Tree, sponsored 
by the Corporate Volunteer Council.  Our 
Charitable Committee has taken on this project with 
zest. 
 
If you can find it in your heart to provide a happier 
holiday for a child in need, please call Susan Liedel 
from the committee at 752-2208 to request the 
name of a child.  Susan will provide wrapping 
instructions and the deadline for delivery of the gift 
to the board office. 
  
This is done in conjunction with the Toys for Tots 
program so most of these children will get some 
toys through that effort.  The Giving Tree 
supplements that with a gift of clothing.  The child's 
name and needs will be on the information you 
receive. Gifts should be approximately $20.00.   
 

The Racine Journal Times provides four free home 
ads each week for our members, two in the Tuesday 
edition and two on Thursday.  Patricia is looking for 
your on-going submissions.  Fill out a Homes of the 
Week form and fax it to her at the Board office (we 
can send you one if you lost yours.)   
 
She will select the four homes that will be published 
for the week based on a variety of prices, agents and 
offices.  She works very hard to everyone a chance 
or two during the year.  Patricia will notify the agents 
or their offices that their properties have been 
selected.   
 
Once notified, it is your responsibility to electronically 
submit to the Journal-Times the property description 
and a photo.  Under our agreement with the Journal 
Times we are not allowed to print agent names or 
offices. 
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Our Board’s Program Committee has always done a 
great job organizing membership meetings and the 
Holiday Party.  This year President Johnson has asked 
them to “step it up a notch” and help organize some fun 
social events (which, by the way, are a great place to 
network.)  To begin with they have developed a mission 
statement for the committee: 
 
To bring something informational and of value for 
members of Racine Board of Realtors® to each 
Membership Meeting and social event.  The Programs 
Committee would like to promote the idea of “Positively 
Racine”. 
 
What Membership Meetings/Social Events are the 
committee planning or considering for this next year? The 
list includes: the Holiday Party, a January Bowling Party, 
a February Membership Meeting, Staff Appreciation 
Night, the Annual Meeting and the Installation Dinner.  
They would also like to add 2-3 more Social Events 
throughout the year.  They are even considering a Family 
Party for Christmas 2010.  
 
Got some feedback on these ideas or do you have some 
thoughts of your own?  The Committee would love to 
hear them.  Send them to the Board office 
(racineboard@tds.net) and they will be forwarded to the 
Program Committee. 
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The RBR “commercial” that has run on local 
cable for the past nine months will be leaving the 
airways, but will remain on our website for the 
foreseeable future.  If you haven’t seen it, check 
it out on our home page at:  
http://racinerealtors.com.   
 
While you’re there, take a look at the website and 
give us some feedback on improvements and 
additions we could make. 
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 Welcome 
 
New Offices 
Century-21 Affiliated 
DME Realty Plus 
 
Reinstated Members 
Delicia Evans  DME Realty Plus 
Jim Roberson  Century-21 Affiliated 
 
Members Transferring to our Board 
Susan Anderson Shorewest Realtors 
Maria Bisceglia  Shorewest Realtors 
Patrick Bohon  Shorewest Realtors 
Rich Fandry  Shorewest Realtors 
Bernie Rauwerda Shorewest Realtors 
 
Note:  New, reinstated and transferring members are 
not published in the FloorTimes until approved by the 
Board of Directors at their monthly meeting. 
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There are still a few slots open for helping out with 
the “Stuff the Bus” food drive our organization is 
conducting for the Racine County Food Bank on 
Saturday, November 14.  The event will take place 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Racine Wal-Mart.  A 
City of Racine transit bus will be stationed in the 
parking lot and the object of the drive is to stuff the 
bus with as much non-perishable food as possible. 
 
Volunteers are needed to hand out fliers, collect 
food and stuff it (the bus that is).  You may sign up 
for one-hour increments:  9-10, 10-11, 11-12, 12-1, 
and 1-2.  You may sign up for more than one hour 
if you would like.  Family members (spouses and 
children) can help as well.  Call or email Gary or 
Patricia at the Board office to reserve your spot:  
racineboard@tds.net or 637-4426.  We had great 
success last year and hope to exceed that this year 
for this very worthy cause. 
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The $8000 first-time homebuyer tax credit 
expires as of December 1, 2009.  But the 
usefulness of the credit diminishes daily if the 
credit is not extended well before that date.  

A homebuyer is eligible for the tax credit only if the 
home is “purchased” before December 1, 2009.  
That means that buyers have to find a house, 
complete a contract, satisfy any contingencies, 
secure financing and go to closing by November 
30.   

Without Congressional action NOW, the market 
may freeze again.  

The tax credit has been effective.   NAR research 
suggests that as many as 350,000 sales this year 
can be directly attributed to the availability of the 
credit.   

We will continue to need the homebuyer credit.  
Congress must act NOW to be sure that the 
credit is available through 2010. 

TAKE ACTION NOW BY CLICKING THIS LINK:  

http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/campaign/
hbtc?qp_source=dotorg  
 

�
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We have Racine County and Kenosha County 
(combined) street maps available at the Board 
office.  These maps, which were provided to us 
my Metro MLS, are free to our members.  We 
have about 60 of the maps and they are 
available, first come-first served at the Board 
office. 
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We were fortunate to have Dr. Shaw, the Racine 
Unified School District Superintendent speak to us 
at our August membership meeting.  Since then the 
district’s Director of Communications has been in 
touch with the Board office to offer any help and 
information our members might be able to use.  
The district has put out a new fact sheet which can 
be accessed by going to their website at:  
http://www.racine.k12.wi.us/?do=about.content&pa
geID=22, then clicking on the “fact sheet” button on 
the left side of the screen. 
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60 Seconds of your time.  
Participate in these Calls for Action on important issues. 
1. Click below to help stop a bill that would require 
homeowners to use an appraiser for ALL home value 
estimates, even if no transaction is pending. 
http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/campaign/WRA_102
109appraiserlegislation?rk=y7%5fAIhEaWN7NE 
 
2. Click below to help extend and expand the Home Buyer 
Tax Credit. 
http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/campaign/hbtc?qp_s
ource=actionsplash 
While considered successful to date, we have a nationwide 
goal of 40,000 additional members responding to this call. 
Please do so today if you have not already participated. 
 
Regional News 
Winter plowing by counties  in southeastern Wisconsin may 
take longer and be performed less frequently based on a 
letter from seven counties (Kenosha, Racine, Walworth, 
Milwaukee, Waukesha, Ozaukee, and Washington) to state 
DOT officials. At issue is a nearly 11 percent cut in state aid 
to counties for highway maintenance. State DOT officials 
responded by stating that the budget is set for the next two 
years and no additional funds are available.  
 
Property Tax Rate Update  
City of Racine Mayor John Dickert proposed a .9 percent 
levy rate increase, or about five cents per $1,000 of assessed 
value on the county portion of property tax bills. 
 
Racine County Executive McReynolds has proposed a 1.62 
percent levy rate increase, or about five cents per $1,000 of 
assessed value on the county portion of property tax bills. 
 
Racine Unified School District  increased their levy rate by 
8.7 percent. 
 
Village of Mount Pleasant officials have proposed a 10.5 
percent levy rate increase on the village’s portion of property 
tax bills. 
 
Village of Caledonia budget proposes a 4.2 percent levy 
rate increase on the village’s portion of property tax bills. 
 
Washington 
Home Buyer Tax Credit Extension and Expansion is a top 
priority as the November 30 deadline looms. NAR President 
Charles McMillan has released a pod cast highlighting the tax 
credit and other NAR initiatives in Congress. Listen here 
http://www.realtor.org/about_nar/presidents_report/_podcast_
archive/mcmillan_credithealthreform_20091020 
Additionally NAR has been running print advertising in the 
influential Capitol Hill Newspapers read by Members of  

Congress and staff and running on-line ads in the Wall 
Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post and 
on Google. These on-line ads have been viewed more 
than 25 million times.  
 
Online Mapping Resources 
Southeastern Wisconsin 
http://www.sewrpc.org/regionallandinfo/regionalmapping/
default.shtm 
 
Kenosha County 
http://www.co.kenosha.wi.us/plandev/mapping/interactiv
e_map.html 
 
Racine County 
http://www.sewrpc.org/racinemapping/ 
 
Walworth County 
http://www.co.walworth.wi.us/Information%20Systems/LI
D%20Website/divpageims.htm 
 
By The Numbers  
Wisconsin's unemployment rate dropped for the 
fourth straight month in September, to 7.7 percent, 
equaling the low rate for the year, and beating the 
national rate of 9.5 percent. 
 
$1.42 trillion is the current U.S. deficit.  
 
$871 billion  is one price tag attached to a House 
healthcare bill that includes a government run program, 
or the so-called public option. 
 
Mark Your Calendar  

Continuing Education Opportunities 

http://www.wra.org/Education/Courses.asp?Category=2
&SubCategory=-
1&City=&StartMonth=&StartYear=0&EndMonth=&EndYe
ar=0&miles=0&zipcode=&x=48&y=16 
 
WRA Calendar of Events: 
http://www.wra.org/calendar/calendar.asp  

Quotable 
“Politics is more difficult than physics.” – Albert Einstein 
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When:       Thursday, December 3, cash bar at 5:30 p.m. 
Where:       Spinnakers (on Lake Michigan) 
What:          Good food—great socializing—entertainment  
Cost:          $22.00 per person (includes entrée, dessert, tax and gratuity) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please fill out a registration form for each person attending: 
 
 
Name:____________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________ 
 
Choice of entrée: 
 

Chicken Broccoli Alfredo:   _____ 
 

Grilled Salmon:                      _____ 
 

Sizzling Mushroom Steak Skillet:    _____ 
 

Reservations and payment deadline is November 25 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

We are asking those attending to bring a new or used Kindergarten through 5th 
grade children’s book to the party.  The books will be donated to the Julia Burney 

benefit of Free Books for Kids. 



 
 

Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: 
President  Linda Johnson   First Weber Group   262-637-9801    
President-Elect Amy Karegeannes  Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 

   Sec/Treasurer  John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 

Affiliates Committee Christine Markusen  Knight-Barry Title Co.   262-633-2479 
Building Maintenance Ted Hart   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
Bylaws   Executive Committee  
Charitable Mission Nicole Ramirez    First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Communications John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Education  Carol Hawes   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990  
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter   Champayne Realty   262-902-5876                                                                 
Finance   Randy Curtin   Curtin & Associates LLC  262-681-6379 
Golf Committee  Kelly Remer   Bank of Elmwood   262-554-5321 
   Monte Bohman, Co-Chair Johnson Bank    262-681-4652 
Governmental Affairs Fritz Cape   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Royce DeBow, Co-Chair Government Affairs Director  262-994-2231 
Grievance Committee Scott Fortier   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
MLS Representative Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Nominating *  Pat Murphy   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Sue Causey, Co-Chair  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 262-681-2020 
Orientation  Jessica Genrich   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Personnel **  Peggy Shumway  American Homes Realty   262-631-6909 
Professional Standards Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Programs  Kate Venturini   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
RPAC   Julie Lang   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Strategic Planning Executive Committee 
 

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.   
Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have. 
 

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee     ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents 
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There are still a few spots left for “Did You Know. . 
. Dora Garcia” on Thursday, Nov. 5 at 9:30 a.m.   
Ms. Garcia will discuss the City of Racine Down 
Payment Assistance Program, RSNA (Racine Safe 
Neighborhood Alliance IDA (a savings MATCH 
program) whereby participants maximizing IDA 
program and city and state down payment 
programs could have approx. $15,000 for down 
payment to purchase a home in IDA target areas 
and the City of Racine Housing Dept offer of fixed 
low interest loans for home improvements. 
 
Email Gary at racineboard@tds.net or call 637-
4426 to reserve your spot. 
 
 


