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Individual Highlights:

Equal Opportunity

Membership Meeting

Awareness Campaign

Bob Fergus and
Karen Nelson

“Did-U-Know . . .

Golf Outing
100" Gala
Welcome
GAD Report

Meeting Space

Consolidation con-sol-i-da-tion , noun: the process of uniting: the quality or
state of being united; specifically: the unification of two or more corporations
by dissolution of existing ones and creation of a single new corporation

In March, the Racine Board of
REALTORS® was approached by the
Kenosha and Lakes Area REALTOR®
associations to see if we would like to
consider a possible consolidation.
{Please take note of the two words that
are italicized} Your board voted to
explore the feasibility of such a
proposal and | had the honor of
appointing a task force that would
represent the Racine Board of
REALTORS®. {Again, note the italicized
words}

This year, as our board celebrates its
100" year anniversary the question
comes to mind — Why change? Why
now? Each of the three organizations
is strong, healthy and has dedicated
and committed members and staff. The
task force looks to the future. We look
at the possibility of consolidation to
eliminate duplicate service and
activities which could save significant
resources and allow for possible future
opportunities to allow more benefits
and services to be offered. It is the job
of the task force to see if consolidating

How are we were serving you at
the RBR? Looking for some
education and social events?
We've got just the ticket during the
next several months:

would provide such benefits to our
members.

I have the pleasure of working with
Sandy Carlson, Linda Schubring and
John Crimmings from our Board (there
are also three members from each of
the other organizations plus the three
Association Executives on the task
force) to investigate what, if any,
benefits would justify a consolidation.
Each task force member will look at the
governing documents, financials and
philosophies of each organization and
see if it is feasible to consolidate those
to serve the collective membership.

A website has been established so that
you may check on the updates,
progress and minutes of the meetings
of the task force. You will also be able
to communicate your suggestions,
ideas, concerns and questions.

Please visit us at: www.swrahome.com

Remember to shoot for the moon
with continued success

- Six, Did-U-Knows
- June 3 Membership Meeting
- July 15 Golf Outing
- September 19 100 Year
Celebration.
It's up to you to take advantage of
these.




Equal Opportunity and possible discrimination can come
in many packages. Your Equal Opportunity Committee
offers this Legal Hotline question and answer for your
information.

Q.

A condominium development, which was established in
1975, has the following restriction in their condominium
documents: “No children under the age of 15 shall
permanently reside on the residence.” Is this a legal
restriction?

A.

The 1988 Fair Housing Amendments Act created new
protected classes which have the right to sue persons
who commit housing discrimination. Familial status was
among those classes. This may explain why the
condominium created in 1975 might have such a
prohibition in its documents, but that does not provide an
exemption from the fact that the restriction illegally
discriminates against families with children.

A declaration or other document provision prohibiting
occupancy by children under the age of 15 is legally
unenforceable. If the association attempts to discourage
or prohibit a family with children from occupying,
significant legal liability could result. Although one might
initially assume that this is discrimination based on age, it
appears to be discrimination based upon family status.
Under fair housing laws, age discrimination applies only
with respect to persons at least 18 years of age.

The condominium association may consider having legal
counsel review and amend the governing documents to
comply with current federal and state law including fair
housing standards.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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The National Association of REALTORS® new media
campaign, "What Matters Most," reminds buyers and
sellers that homeownership continues to be the
foundation of the American Dream despite challenges in
today's economy. Go to the ad page on REALTOR.org
to preview the ads, access info on where they're running
nationally, and how you can use them in our market.

Have you ever discovered an interesting practice that you
were totally unaware of but was of high importance to your
business dealings? It happens to everyone.

The Programs Committee has planned a Membership
Meeting Breakfast, "I Wish | Would've Known". It will be an
informative session with CE teachers discussing situations
REALTORS® have encountered to offer a heads up for others
to avoid problematic situations. It should be interesting!

The date is Thursday, June 3 at 8:30 a.m. at Infusino’s
Banquet Hall. A delicious breakfast buffet will be
served and the cost is only $10 per person (includes
tax and gratuity.) See the flier on the next page.

Even if you do not choose to come for breakfast you are very
welcome to come for the meeting and discussion which
follows. Please call the Board office to RSVP. The deadline
for reservation and payment for dinner is May 28.
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The Programs Committee has planned a Membership Meeting Breakfast and the topic
will be, "I Wish | Would've Known". This will be an informative session with CE teachers
discussing situations Realtors have encountered to offer a heads up for others to avoid
problematic situations. It should be interesting!

Even if you cannot come for breakfast you are very welcome to come for the discussion
following. Please call the Board office to RSVP.)

Deadline for reservation and payment for breakfast is May 28. Send to Racine
Board of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine, Wisconsin 53405-2501.

Names of those attending:

Contact name and telephone:

$10.00 per person, payable by Friday, May 28
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It is indeed with much sadness that we say goodbye to
two colleagues and friends. In the past month we lost
both Bob Fergus and Karen Nelson.

Bob lost his battle with cancer and a brain tumor on
April 25. Bob was a member of the Board since 1968
and a Realtor with First Weber (formerly N.
Christensen) for many years. Bob’s longevity as a
REALTOR® was honored two years ago by the National
Association of REALTORS® and our Board designating
him as a REALTOR® Emeritus.

Karen lost her five-year battle with cancer on April 13.
Karen was a member of the Board and a Realtor with
Coldwell Banker for six years, from 2002-2008. In
honor of her work in our industry, her dedication to the
Girl Scouts of Racine, the Greater Racine Kennel Club
and her service on the County Board she was awarded
the Quality of Life Award by our Board last fall.

Bob and Karen'’s families are in our thoughts and
prayers.

www.knightbarry.com

Established in 1854, Knight-Barry Title has
handled transactions from home sales to
major commercial projects for over 155 years.

With over 125 real estate professionals in
twelve offices we back our competitive
rates with top-notch support and service.

Knight-Barry Title leads the way with client-
friendly technology and can coordinate title
work and closing services for properties
throughout the United 5tates.

400 Wisconsin Avenue, Racine, W1 53403
(262) 633-2479, Fax (262) 633-4928

A Knight-Barry Title is Proud to serve
the Realtors of Racine County!
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There are three FREE educational events coming up in this month
and three in June that we are sure you will want to take advantage of.
Our Education Committee has worked hard to bring you useful and
informative speakers.

“Did You Know. . . Titles?” (You may attend one,t  wo or all
three)

1. May 12, 9:30 — 10:30 a.m., Landmark Title, Eric Peterson
Benefits of a Search & Hold (Property Profile) and How to Read a
Title Commitment.

2. May 13, 9:30 — 10:30 a.m., Knight-Barry Title, Inc., Craig Haskins
HUDSs; Differences Between the Old & the New and How to Read
Them

3. May 19, 9:30 — 10:30 a.m. , Ambassador Title, John Schneider
Foreclosure Issues; GAP, Buyer's Fees, and City Charges.

“Did-U-Know...Send Out Cards?”  9:30 — 10:30 a.m., June 2 with
Christine Markusen. Learn about a unique way to market your Real
Estate Business through an Internet-based communication system
that offers an easy and organized way to stay in touch with your
clients.

“Did-U-Know. .. Radon?” 9:30 —10:30 a.m., June 10. Things you
may not know that can cause levels to be high. Why it's important to
test for radon, what affects the testing result and the changes in the
level ratings.

“Did-U-Know . . . Mold?  9:30 — 10:30 a.m., June 16. Mold has
become apart of out business and it can cause a deal not to close.
Learn about mold, the testing and removal of it and have the
opportunity to ask questions by attending the session

Sign up for any of these short educational programs by calling
the Board Office at 637-4426 or emailing:  racineboard@tds.net .
Space is limited so it's first call or email, first served.
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Our friends at Prudential Southeast Realty have moved to 6021
Durand Ave. Suite 100, Racine, WI. 53406.

They are located right across the street from the Olive Garden

and right next to Caribou Coffee. Broker Mike Voss says, “It's
much easier to find us and get to our office. Feel free to stop in
any time.”
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UIIT LIdaindulivIl at a uUllie
title insurance / closings / escrows

1254 West Blvd., Rac'n , WL
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To celebrate the Racine Board of REALTORS® 100" Anniversary
a special Task Force has put together an event that will be
second to none.

On Saturday, September 18 we will celebrate our Anniversary
with a gala cocktail party at world famous Wingspread. The
party will also be a benefit for SAFE Haven which has been
providing crisis intervention services, which engage youth and
their families in Racine County, for over 30 years.

The Johnson Foundation will provide the venue, food, drink and
entertainment as their contribution. An RBR member and his or
her guest (significant other) will pay $50 per person. The bulk
of this money will then be given to Safe Haven. This should be
a very prestigious affair and will be first come, first served when
we begin accepting reservations (do not respond at this time.)

The Board’s Program Committee is plannmg a free beach party
in August that will also celebrate the 100" Anniversary. So
everyone who wishes should be able to participate in an
anniversary event.
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Did you notice? It's getting warm outside. And as the
weather warms a young (or the rest of us) REALTORS®’
fancy turns to spending a pleasant day with friends and
colleagues on the golf course. Our July 15 event is
designed so everyone can have a great time—beginners
are welcome.

Put together a foursome or let us match you up with other
golfers and come enjoy a fun-filled day. The event has
been restructured to accommodate golfers of all stripes.
AFFILIATES, TAKE NOTE! If you put together a
foursome with two or more REALTORS® in it you will be
eligible to have your name drawn for a special (and very
nice) prize. Before June 15 the registration fee is

only $75 (Fee is $85 June 15-30)

SPONSOR A TEE OR HOLE. For as little as $50 you
can put your yard sign on a tee. It's a great way to let
your colleagues know you are a vital part of the Racine
real estate scene while helping out your organization.
Lenders and offices: why not sponsor a hole?

COME FOR DINNER. We offer a delicious buffet and
great camaraderie. And you'll get to be part of the
fantastic raffle with dozens and dozens of great prizes to
win. What a great way to be part of this super event.

VOLUNTEER. We will need lots of help on the course.
So slip away for the day, participate in a fun and relaxing
day in beautiful surroundings and even enjoy lunch on us.

See the flier in this issue for other details. Or call Gary at
the Board office to get involved. This is one event that
you'll not want to miss.

Welcome

New Member:
Kevin Mooney
Sang Nam (DRN)

Prudential Southeast
Land Master Realty

New Office:
Land Master Realty

Office Transfers:

Anna Maria DeRango
Bill Redmann
Sharon Roeschen

RE/MAX Newport
Guy Lloyd, Inc.
Guy Lloyd, Inc.
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U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan’s mobile office

Congressman Paul Ryan’s staff operates a mobile office for
the purpose if increasing constituent contact and accessibility
with federal programs, agencies, and services. Upcoming
highlights for Racine County include those listed below. The
entire schedule may be found online by visiting
http://www.house.gov/ryan/moschedule.htm

Caledonia: Tuesday, June 8, 9:00-10:30am, parking lot of
the Caledonia Town Hall, 6922 Nicholson Road

Sturtevant: Tuesday, June 8, 11:00am-12:00pm, parking lot
of the Sturtevant Police Department, 2801 89th Street

Union Grove: Tuesday, June 8, 12:30-2:00pm, parking lot of
the Graham Public Library, 1215 Main Street

Burlington: Tuesday, June 8, 2:30-4:00pm, street parking
outside the Burlington Public Library on Pine Street

Waterford: Wednesday, June 9, 1:30-2:30pm. west lower
parking lot in front of baseball fields, 507 West Main Street

Rochester: Wednesday, June 9, 3:00-4:00pm. street parking
outside the Rochester Public Library, 208 West Spring Street

Wisconsin Legislative Session Adjourned: The 2009-2010
Wisconsin Legislative Session officially adjourned, Friday,
April 12 at 4:15 a.m. A summary of Wisconsin REALTORS
Association priority legislative efforts appears below.
- SB 9 (Seller Misrepresentation) -- Reverses the
Below v. Norton decision. Status: Passed

SB 587 (Commercial Real Estate Liens) -- Makes
Wisconsin’s Commercial Lien Law more effective.
Status: Passed

SB 601 (Comprehensive Planning) -- Improves
Wisconsin's Comprehensive Planning. Status :
Passed

AB 638 (Access to Property Tax Records
(WIREdata): Status: Passed

SB 605 (Electronic Delivery of Condominium
Disclosure Materials) -- Allows condominium
law to allow condominium disclosure materials to
be delivered electronically. Status : Passed

SB 576 (Delay of Farmland Preservation
Conversion Fee) -- Delays the effective date of
the farmland preservation conversion fee until
after each county updates its farmland
preservation plan. Status : Did Not Pass

AB 863 (Repeal of Farmland Preservation
Conversion Fee) - Repeals the Farmland
Preservation Conversion Fee:_ Status : Did Not
Pass

SB 626 (Subdivision Platting Requirements) --
Modifies Wisconsin’s Subdivision Law (Wis.
Stat.Ch. 236) by grandfathering plats from
changes in regulations from the time preliminary
plats are submitted, extends time line for when
final plats must be submitted after preliminary
plats are approved (from 24 months to 36
months). Status : Passed

SB 291(Distressed Tax Increment Finance
Districts) -- Extends the life of distressed TIF
districts to up to 40 years, allows contributions
from donor TIF districts, and requires Joint
Review Board approval of a distressed TID
designation. Status: Passed
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Did you know that the RBR training room
(basement area) can be rented by members during
regular business hours (9 am. To 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday) when not otherwise scheduled?
The cost is $25.00 per hour. Renters are
responsible for all room set-up and clean-up

The space can hold about 30 people or a bit more
in a classroom style setting. There are eight, 8-foot
tables and about forty chairs. There are also a few
smaller tables, a table-top lectern, a small video
monitor, a DVD player and a projection screen.
Wireless internet service is available in the room as
well.

RBR members should contact AE Gary Stamm to
inquire about rental.









Executive Committee of the Board of Directors:

President

President-Elect

Sec/Treasurer
Affiliates Committee
Building Maintenance

Bylaws

Charitable Mission
Communications

Education

Equal Opportunity

Finance

Golf Committee
Governmental Affairs

Grievance Committee
MLS Representative

Nominating *
Orientation

Personnel **

Professional Standards

Programs
RPAC

Strategic Planning

Linda Johnson

Amy Karegeannes

John Suprak

Christine Markusen

Ted Hart

Marco Celeste
Executive Committee
Nicole Ramirez

John Suprak

Carol Hawes

Reggie Hunter

Randy Curtin

Kelly Remer-Stinefast
Monte Bohman, Co-Chair
Fritz Cape

Royce DeBow, Co-Chair
Scott Fortier

Sandy Carlson

Pat Murphy

Sue Causey, Co-Chair
Jessica Genrich

Jessica Smith

Peggy Shumway

Sandy Carlson

Kate Venturini

Julie Lang, Co-Chair
Pamela Cartwright, Co-Chair
Executive Committee

First Weber Group

Shorewest REALTORS®
First Weber Group
Knight-Barry Title Co.
Shorewest REALTORS®
Curb Appeal Home Inspection

First Weber Group

First Weber Group
RE/MAX Newport Realty
Champayne Realty
Curtin & Associates LLC
U.S. Bank

Johnson Bank
Shorewest REALTORS®
Government Affairs Director
RE/MAX Newport Realty
RE/MAX Newport Realty
First Weber Group

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

First Weber Group

Shorewest REALTORS®
American Homes Realty
RE/MAX Newport Realty
Shorewest REALTORS®
First Weber Group

Shorewest REALTORS®

262-637-9801
262-637-2121
262-637-9801
262-633-2479
262-637-2121
262-939-3474

262-637-9801
262-637-9801
262-632-9990
262-902-5876
262-681-6379
262- 884-3803
262-681-4652
262-637-2121
262-994-2231
262-632-9990
262-632-9990
262-637-9801
262-681-2020
262-637-9801
262-637-2121
262-631-6909
262-632-9990
262-637-2121
262-637-9801
262-636-2121

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.

Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have.

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee
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** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents
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