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It is here, the magical month of March.
No, | am not Irish. | am a believer that
March is the start of our spring market.
March is the time people start to look
forward. Look forward to better weather,
more social gatherings, more success in
business. According to MLS, comparing
this year to last year we have sold 20%
more homes, with a 3% dollar volume
increase and we did so in 7% less time
on the market. March is a great time for
you to get out and socialize with your
fellow REALTORS®. | can’t think of a
better venue than the upcoming Affiliate
Night. You never know who you may
meet, what you may learn or what idea
may inspire a new success for you. The
Racine Board of REALTORS® has planned
many social activities so be sure to
celebrate our 100th year, check out the
calendar, grab a coworker — and I'll see
you there!

While we can compare months and
years and celebrate our successes,

As | approach my third anniversary with the

Board | thought | should search some
websites regarding this momentous
occasion. | found the following.

success is not one of those things that occurs
magically. A series of "typical" days does not
give way to one miraculous hour when
everything you've worked for just drops into
place. You accrue success by degrees. You
can’t have success without being focused.
Focus means pouring 100% of your
concentration into the present task. Itis
sometimes easy to allow your attention to
become divided, however, when this happens,
the quicker your time will pass without adding
up to success. We should all ask ourselves,
“In this moment, am | focused on the right
thing?" One thing will not be the cause of your
success... it will be a hundred small things
pointing in the right direction.

Give your ideas time, be disciplined, and grant
yourself patience. Your next success may
come at any moment.

Remember to shoot for the moon with
continued success
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Leather makes sense. I've toughened up,

although | haven’t had my hide tanned yet.

You guys can see right through me so glass
also makes sense (not sure I'm worthy of

“The 3rd anniversary is often when a couple crystal.)

is aware of the durability of their
relationship.” Well, | hope that’s true. It
certainly is for me; how about for you?

The 3rd Anniversary Symbols include:
Traditional - Leather

Modern - Crystal/Glass

Flower - Fuchsia

Gemstone -Pearls/Jade

Fuchsia??? That looks more like a
crosswords puzzle answer.

Pearls/Jade. You folks are certainly pearls
and | haven’t become jaded.

Here’s to three more!

Some comments on the preceding, if | may.




Are you ready for some fun? If that's not good enough

let’s sweeten the pot. Are you ready for some FREE Do you know of lake properties with summer rental

fun? Are you ready to kick off the Board’s 100™ possibilities? We received a call from the folks at
Birthday Celebration? How about fun golfing games? realracine—The Racine County Convention and Visitors
Does a 50/50 raffle tickle your fancy? In short, are you Bureau—and they tell us that they occasionally get calls
ready for a great social event? from people looking for such rentals.

Then you need to get to the second annual Affiliates If you would like to have rental information for vacation
Night . It will take place from 5-7 p.m. on March 11. properties at realracine please contact them at (262) 884-
The event will be held at the Fountain Banquet Hall at 6400.

8505 Durand Avenue. There will be free pizza and soft
drinks (a cash bar will be available.) On top of that
there will be sweet treats to sample from Marble Slab
Creamery, Sam’s Club and Phoenix Chocolate
Shoppe. Plus each Affiliate will give away an
attendance prize. And, of course, you'll learn how our
wonderful Affiliates can help you succeed in your

business.
EQUAL HOUSING
L OPPORTUNITY
This is a free event for RBR Members but we need to

know how many are attending. Deadline for
reservations is March 4 . See the flier in this issue.
The event is sponsored in part by Razor Sharp Fitness,
State Farm Insurance-Michelle Christensen, Jim’s
Garage Door Service, Image Management, Patrick
Gaitens-Wells Fargo Securities and Mike Sparbel of
Aire Serv.
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Our annual membership meeting honoring our
office staff will take place on Wednesday evening,
April 21 at the Marriott. Cocktails are at 5 and the
meeting will follow at 5:30 p.m.

A delicious buffet highlights the evening for only
$25 per person (includes dessert, tax and gratuity.)
We will also enjoy some great entertainment.

Even if you cannot stay for dinner you are very
welcome to come for the meeting and socializing
before dinner. Please call the Board office to
RSVP.) The deadline for reservation and payment
for dinner is April 14. Send the enclosed flyer on
the next page to the Board office.

Also, that evening will be the election of
Officers and Directors for the Board. See
the proposed slate in this issue.
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In this, our 100 ™ Anniversary Year, it's our night to honor our Supp ort Staff and
thoroughly enjoy each other’'s company. Delicious f ood — some great
ENTERTAINMENT. Oh, and we’ll bring you up to date  on Board business as well.

Even if you cannot stay for dinner you are very welcome to come for the meeting and
socializing before dinner. Please call the Board office to RSVP.)

Deadline for reservation and payment for dinner is April 14 . Send to Racine Board
of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine, Wisconsin 53405-2501.

Names of those attending (please indicate support staff
members ):

Contact name and telephone:

$25.00 per person, payable by Wednesday, April 14
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If you're working with first-time home buyers in search of
their first mortgage, now is the time to talk with them
about a great opportunity. On March 1st, the Wisconsin
Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA)
began accepting applications for the WHEDA Fannie
Mae Advantage, a new statewide loan product designed
for first-time home buyers.

Your customers can get into a home with as little as
$1,000 in out-of-pocket expenses with the WHEDA
Fannie Mae Advantage. And, with reduced fees and a
low-cost, 30-year fixed interest rate, mortgage payments
are very competitive. With new, higher income and
purchase price limits, more of your first-time home buyers
will be able to qualify for the WHEDA Fannie Mae
Advantage.

To learn more about the WHEDA Fannie Mae Advantage
or to sign up as an approved WHEDA lender, go to
www.WHEDA.com. You may also contact your local
Community Relations Officer by phone 414/227.3229 or
email kim.plache@wheda.com with any questions.

This is the official announcement to the membership of the
slate of Directors and Officers for 2010-2011. They are as
follows:

President Amy Karegeannes
President-Elect John Suprak
Secretary/Treasurer Ray Leffler
Director Jim Chiappetta
Director Kate Venturini

This slate will be voted on by all members attending the
April 21 Membership Meeting (see flier on preceding page.)

Per Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc. Bylaws:
“Additional candidates for the offices to be filled may be
placed in nomination by a petition signed by at least 10%
(34) of the REALTOR® members eligible to vote. The
petition shall be filed with the Secretary (John Suprak) at
least two (2) weeks before the election. The Secretary
shall send notice of such additional nominations to all
members eligible to vote at least 10 days before the
election.”
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This is a free event for RBR Members but we need to know how many are attending. Deadline for
reservations is March 4 . Send to Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine,
Wisconsin 53405, email racineboard@tds.net or call 637-4426.

Each Affiliate will give away an attendance prize. There will also be sweet treats to sample from Marble
Slab Creamery , Sam’s Club and Phoenix Chocolate Shoppe

Also, if you know of a potential new Affiliate to invite as a guest, contact Gary at the Board office
racineboard@tds.net or Christine Markusen at cmarkusen@knightbarry.com. If the guest becomes an
Affiliate you will receive a $15 RE Store gift certificate.

Sponsored in part by: Razor Sharp Fitness, State F  arm Insurance-Michelle Christensen,
Jim’s Garage Door Service, Image Management, Patric  k Gaitens-Wells Fargo Securities and
Mike Sparbel of Aire Serv

Names of those attending:

Contact name and telephone:

DEADLINE TO RSVP HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO MARCH 4
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By December 14, 2010 all real estate license holders in Wisconsin are required
by the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing to complete 18 hours
of Continuing Education (four, three-hour core classes and two, three-hour
elective classes) to renew their license. The only exception is if a licensee
received his or her original sales or broker license after January 1, 2009. These
new license holders do not need to take the 2009-2010 continuing education.
They only need to renew their real estate license by December 14, 2010.

While it is the licensee’s responsibility to complete the continuing education by
the deadline, it is the broker’s responsibility to verify that his or her agents have
completed their continuing education. It is the responsibility of the school
providing the CE education to maintain records of completion. The DRL will
conduct an audit in February/March, 2011 asking the licensee to provide
evidence of completion of the continuing education.

There are several ways you can complete the requirement. WRA will be
offering the courses a number of times in the months ahead in locations around
the state. You can find the schedule and register for the classes by going to:
www.wra.org/cecourse. WRA also offers Distance Learning On Demand by
using your web browser with a broadband connection. Learn more by visiting:
www.wra.org/dlod. Additionally, RBR member Jean Abegglen offers live
classes.

We, your Racine Board of REALTORS®), Inc., have acquired the DVDs of the
courses from WRA. Watching these DVDs, using the accompanying workbooks
and passing a closed-book exam at the end of each presentation will fulfill your
requirement. We are required to administer and monitor the classes and since
this takes time away from other staff duties we are announcing the following
group sessions:

Course 1, Listing Contracts Monday, March 15, 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Course 2, Offer to Purchase Wednesday, March 17, 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Course 3, New Developments Thursday, March 18, 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Course 4, Buyer Agency Agreements  Monday, March 22, 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Elective A, Risk Reduction Wednesday March 24, 1:00-4:30 p.m.

Elective C, Condominiums Thursday March 25, 1:00-4:30 p.m.

Each class will cost a Racine Board of REALTORS, Inc. member $15.00 and if
the attendee enrolls in all six sessions (no refunds) the price will be $75.00.

This same class schedule will be repeated October 5-14 (Monday, Wednesday

and Thursday) from 6:30-10:00 p.m. Each class in the night session will cost an
RBR member $20.00 and the entire six class session will be offered for $100.00
for RBR Members.

The final group session will be repeated November 2-11 with afternoon
sessions (as in March), again on the Monday, Wednesday, Thursday schedule.
The same pricing will apply as the March afternoon sessions.

For these group sessions we must have a minimum of five people to sign up for
each class at least one week prior to the class, or we will cancel the session.
There is also a maximum of 25 students per class.
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If members wish to come to the
Board office during office hours
(9 a.m.- 4 p.m.) and take the
classes outside of the advertised
class sessions the price will be
$25.00 per class. After
November 21 the per-class price
will be $35.00. This individual
usage must be prearranged
through Association Executive
Gary Stamm and is only
available if the DVDs and
conference room are available
and staff time will allow
monitoring of the class.

Please, do not wait until the
last minute to complete your
requirement. If you wish to
receive your education
through RBR call NOW to get
on the list to attend one of the
sessions above.
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Health insurance is a hot
issue these days, isn'tit? As
independent contractors
many of our members are
looking for help.

REALTORS® Core Health
Insurance provides limited
medical plans which are
exclusively designed and
priced specifically for NAR
members.

To find out more about RCHI
go to their website at:
www.RealtorsCoreHealthins
urance.com
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Marian passed away unexpectedly Saturday, February
13. She was born in Racine May 12, 1934 the
daughter of the late Homer and Eva Sullivan. She
graduated from St. Catherine’s High School in 1952.
She and Gene were married in 1958 and had three
children. Gene and two of their children survive her.

Marian joined the Racine Board of REALTORS® in 1980
and was a member for almost 30 years. She worked at
several agencies in town and was active at Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage until her death. In
addition to real estate sales Marian also had an
antiques and collectibles business.

She was hardly ever seen without a smile. She was all
about family, friends and laughter. She will be dearly
missed by her family, friends and the real estate
community. Memorials to St. Catherine’s High School
have been suggested in her honor.
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Even though it's still cold outside the Racine Board of
REALTORS® Annual Golf Outing is closer than you
think. There are so many ways to participate, join in the
fun and profit from the event.

PUT TOGETHER A FOURSOME, or let us match you up
with other golfers and come enjoy a fun-filled day. The
event has been restructured to accommodate golfers of
all stripes--for those with handicaps of 5 to those whose
handicap is picking up a club. Beginners through serious
golfers will have a chance to win prizes and help their
team.

SPONSOR A TEE OR HOLE. For as little as $50 you
can put your yard sign on a tee. It's a great way to let
your colleagues know you are a vital part of the Racine
real estate scene while helping out your organization.
Lenders and offices: why not sponsor a hole?

COME FOR DINNER. We offer a delicious buffet and
great camaraderie. And you'll get to be part of the
fantastic raffle with dozens and dozens of great prizes to
win. What a great way to be part of this super event.

VOLUNTEER. We will need lots of help on the course.
So slip away for the day, participate in a fun and relaxing
day in beautiful surroundings and even enjoy lunch on us.

See the flier in this issue for other details. Or call Gary at
the Board office to get involved. This is one event that
you'll not want to miss.
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State of Wisconsin

Annual REALTOR & Government Day 2010 saw 540
members from around the state register for the February 24
event. Attendees enjoyed presentations from Mike Theo,
WRA Vice President for Legal and Public Affairs, a state
budget and policy debate between State Representatives
Robin Vos (R) Caledonia, and Mark Pocan (D) Madison, a
visit with legislators in the capitol, and a moderated
discussion from Republican Governor candidates Mark
Neumann and Scott Walker. A letter from Democrat
candidate Tom Barrett was read, as he was unable to attend.
Attendance from Realtors around Wisconsin was the most in
20 years. Racine members registered for the event included
Peggy Shumway, Barb Stublaski, Selethia Gunn, and Leslie
Fellion.

Federal

Mortgage Interest Deduction limitations proposed in
President Obama’s Fiscal Year 2011 budget, introduced
February 1, have gained very little support from members of
Congress.

What's Needed to Claim Tax Credit

For taxpayers to claim the first-time or move-up homebuyer
tax credit, the IRS still requires the filing of Form 5405, but
does not demand all parties’ signatures be on the HUD-1
settlement document in areas where requiring both the buyer
and the seller to sign the document isn’t common. In those
areas, the IRS will accept a settlement statement if is
completed and valid according to local law. For repeat
buyers, the IRS wants documentation that home buyers have
lived in the previous property for a consecutive five of the
past eight years. Proof can include property tax records,
home owner insurance records, or mortgage interest
statements.

Racine County

Current election results  as well as historical results for
county and municipal races, including judge and school board
seats, may be found here

http://www.elections.racineco.com/index.aspx

By The Numbers

Foreclosure Inventory Decreasing
Based on data released near the end of February,

foreclosures available nationwide for purchase decreased

in December by 27 percent and prices for those

properties increased from 75 to 85 percent of appraised

value, and higher where bidding wars took place.

Mark Your Calendar

Spring General Election — April 6

Complete WRA Calendar of Events:

http://www.wra.org/calendar/calendar.asp
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Beverly Tracy of Beverly Tracy Home Design in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., walks through a client’s
home and sticks Post-It notes on things she believes
they need to do to get their home looking its best.
Here are some of her most frequently made
suggestions:

Fix any visible problems that might be a red
flag for potential buyers, including repainting
stained walls.

Cover damaged kitchen or bathroom floors
with inexpensive peel-and-stick vinyl floor
tiles — if a more expensive change seems
out of the question.

Repaint public rooms that will garner a lot of
a buyer's attention, including the kitchen,
dining room, and living room.

Clean up the exterior of the house, added
potted plants, repair damaged walkways, and
put a fresh coat of paint on the front door.
Rent a storage unit and get rid of about half
the furniture and most of the personal items.
When showing the property, turn on every
light in the house and tune radios on each
floor to the same classical music station.
Suggest that the owners refrain from doing
much cooking (baking sweets is a good idea,
however) and put good-smelling soaps in all
the bathrooms.









