The summertime market is upon us goals and will never adapt the changes

and everyday | am asked — “How is the our market bares.

market”. Obviously, there is always

going to be the need for real estate and I would like to challenge each of you, to
for real estate professionals. | continue join me, to try something new,

to hear some agents claim the market something a little different, even if it is
is flat-lined, some agents who say they out of your comfort zone. Set a goal of
are working hard and doing well, and obtaining a few extra listings or sales
believe-it-or-not some agents who are during the month of June. The next
still Waltlng for the heyday of 2003 to time someone askS, “How's the

return. Real estate is an ever changing market?” you can tell them you are
market and to succeed we must adapt working hard and succeeding!

to that change.

Our Racine Board of REALTORS® gives
us many opportunities to network, learn
a new skill or become specialized on
certain topics. Grab a co-worker and
attend, you will be glad you did! I look
forward to seeing everyone at the
many upcoming summer events.

Do you ever find yourself clinging to old
business strategies, even when those
strategies seem to stop working? Do
you wonder why what you did five
years ago doesn'’t give you the results
you used to count on?

If you can't seem to let go of ineffective
habits, old marketing techniques, and
stale referral strategies that truly are
not serving you any longer, then it is
possible that you will lose sight of your

Remember to shoot for the moon
with continued success
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Flag Day June 14

My wife and | celebrated a momentous But just as importantly, it's the thrill
occasion a couple of weeks ago. We and accomplishment of having
made the last payment on our mortgage. achieved The American Dream —
And while we still have a equity line of Home OWNERSHIP.
. credit loan to pay off over the next six
months or so, we still had to celebrate Thanks, my friends for helping others
this once-in-a-lifetime accomplishment. on the road to this wonderful dream.

Why the great feeling? Well getting rid of
a monthly payment, obviously.

E
E




Remember what summer picnics used to be like in
19107 Of course you don'’t, but maybe we can all
imagine the fun the whole family would have at
these events.

To commemorate the Board's 100" Anniversary
the Program Committee is planning a family picnic.
It will be held on Sunday, August 22nd in
Smolenski Park in Mount Pleasant off Stuart Road.

Details are still being set but it's sure to include
games, an old-fashioned potluck and lots of fun.
Maybe you have some ideas; we’'d love to hear
them. Contact Kate Venturini or Gary. Mark your
calendar and help celebrate 100 years of the
Racine Board.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Equal Opportunity and possible discrimination can come
in many packages. Your Equal Opportunity Committee
offers this Legal Hotline question and answer for your
information.

Q. Someone wants to put in an offer on a condominium
unit. The buyer has a toddler and the executive summary
states that the condo is restricted to owner occupancy of
adults 18 years of age or older. Is that legal?

A. Fair housing law makes it illegal to discriminate on a
protected class status. Unless the association is housing
for older persons pursuant to the standards specified in
federal and state law, the association cannot discriminate
based on an occupant’s age. Such a provision is
unenforceable. In addition, family status is a protected
class and fair housing law prohibits discriminating against
families with children. The condominium association
should discuss its with their attorney and should have the
condominium documents amended to eliminate any
discriminatory provisions and comply with state and
federal fair housing laws. In the mean time, it may be
advisable for the condominium board of directors to pass
a resolution pledging that all discriminatory provisions will
not be enforced until they are removed from the
documentation.

#$ %

Besides our last two “Did-U-Knows. . . ?” for the “season”
(see article and flier in this issue), the Education Committee
has lined up two programs for the summer that can help you
in your business and finance efforts.

On July 21 the Bradford Company will conduct “Tax
Strategies for the Real Estate Professional”. This two hour,
free seminar will give you tips on how to save on income tax
as a self-employed tax payer. See the flier on the next page
for details. You can register through Gary at the Board office.

On August 4 the folks from E-Pro will conduct a session
introducing this NAR certification as well as provide
technology tips you can use immediately. This workshop is
also free. See the flier in this issue. Registration is done
directly through InternetCrusade by calling 1-866-377-6627.

Why not take advantage of these free workshops to give
yourself a competitive edge.

An Official Publication of the Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc.
900 West Boulevard, Racine, Wisconsin 53405-2501
Phone: (262) 637-4426 Fax: (262) 637-1184
website: www.racinerealtors.com

e-mail; racineboard@tds.net
Editor: Gary M. Stamm

WRA (including Legal Hotline) Phone: 1-800-279-1972
Legal Hotline Fax: 1-608-242-2279
e-mail: wra@wra.org WRA Web Site: www.wra.org
NAR: 1-800-874-6500 www.realtor.org
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This seminar is presented by Maine Shafer of Bradford and Company, Inc.,  and excerpted from the
Bradford and Company, Inc. Tax Strategies for the Self-Employed audio course (available to register
for after the program).
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As most of you know the Board office houses a modest
“Real Estate Store” selling signs, riders, and other tools
needed for REALTORS® to do your job. The store is
basically here as a convenience and service to our
membership. The mark-up on most items is very small
and barely covers (if at all) the time for staff to process
orders, order inventory and keep the financial
transactions necessary for our books.

Since it is a service we want to make sure that we are
indeed serving your needs. We need some feedback
on what you would like to see us stock. There are
hundreds of pre-printed riders available and we do not
have the space to stock them all. Which ones are the
most useful? (“Sold” is the best, eh?)

We have lock boxes, “take one” boxes, flags and other
assorted items. |s there something you need that we
could stock? We'll try to find it and make sure that we
cover our costs of ordering, storing and selling the
items that you need and want. So let us know what
they are.

www.knightbarry.com

Established in 1854, Knight-Barry Title has
handled transactions from home sales to
major commercial projects for over 155 years.

With over 125 real estate professionals in
twelve offices we back our competitive
rates with top-notch support and service.

Knight-Barry Title leads the way with client-
friendly technology and can coordinate title
work and closing services for properties
throughout the United 5tates.

400 Wisconsin Avenue, Racine, W1 53403
(262) 633-2479, Fax (262) 633-4928

A Knight-Barry Title is Proud to serve
the Realtors of Racine County!

" (
There are two FREE educational events coming up in this month that
we are sure you will want to take advantage of. Our Education

Committee has worked hard to bring you useful and informative
speakers.

“Did-U-Know. .. Radon?” 9:30 —10:30 a.m., June 10. Things you
may not know that can cause levels to be high. Why it's important to
test for radon, what affects the testing result and the changes in the
level ratings.

“Did-U-Know . . . Mold?  9:30 — 10:30 a.m., June 30. Mold has
become a part of out business and it can cause a deal not to close.
Learn about mold, the testing and removal of it and have the
opportunity to ask questions by attending the session.

Sign up for either of these short educational progr
the Board Office at 637-4426 or emailing:
Space is limited so it's first call or email, first

ams by calling
racineboard@tds.net .
served.

Do you have a question to ask the Consolidation
Task Force? Go to the website at:
www.swrahome.com and leave it in the electronic
suggestion box. Also coming to the website: FAQs,
Task Force member names, Meeting Schedules,
Agendas and more.

We hope you find FloorTimes interesting and informative. If
not, we are very open to suggestions on what you would like to
see included or deleted. It takes a great deal of work to publish
this newsletter. It's time and money well spent if it is a useful
tool to you but a waste of time for all of us if it is not. Speak up
and let us know how to do better.

We don'’t waste your time with a lot of filler. If there is not
important information to share we keep the issue short.
However, we would love to get articles from you. Feel free to
email a finished article or just some thoughts or an idea that we
can turn into an article for you.

Lastly, our advertising in FloorTimes helps to support the
newsletter and other important programs at your Board. We
hope that every office, agent and Affiliate will consider placing
an ad. It really is a great way to get your name and services
out before a key group of consumers and peers. Let us know if
you would like a copy of our rate sheet. Contact Gary at the
office if you have any questions.
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To celebrate the Racine Board of REALTORS® 100"
Anniversary a special Task Force has put together an event
that will be second to none.

On Saturday, September 18 we will celebrate our Anniversary
with a gala cocktail party at world famous Wingspread. The
party will also be a benefit for SAFE Haven which has been
providing crisis intervention services, which engage youth
and their families in Racine County, for over 30 years.

The Johnson Foundation will provide the venue, food, drink
and entertainment as their contribution. An RBR member
and his or her guest (significant other) will pay $50 per
person. The bulk of this money will then be given to Safe
Haven. This should be a very prestigious affair and will be
first come, first served when we begin accepting reservations
(do not respond at this time.)

1254 WestBlvd., Racine, WI;
262-633-6321
ambassadortitlecorp.com

* min

We are just six weeks away from the annual RBR Golf
Outing. AND, you must act quickly to be part of the fun.

COME PLAY WITH US. Put together a foursome or let
us match you up with other golfers and come enjoy a fun-
filled day. The event has been restructured to
accommodate golfers of all stripes. AFFILIATES, TAKE
NOTE! If you put together a foursome with two or more
REALTORS® in it you will be eligible to have your name
drawn for a special (and very nice) prize. Before
June 15 the registration fee is only $75—
includes golf, cart, lunch and dinner. The

fee is $85 from June 15-30. All registrations
and payments must be received by June 30.)

SPONSOR A TEE OR HOLE. For as little as $50 you
can put your yard sign on a tee. It's a great way to let
your colleagues know you are a vital part of the Racine
real estate scene while helping out your organization.
Lenders and offices: why not sponsor a hole?

COME FOR DINNER. We offer a delicious buffet and
great camaraderie. And you'll get to be part of the
fantastic raffle with dozens and dozens of great prizes to
win. What a great way to be part of this super event.

VOLUNTEER. We will need lots of help on the course.
So slip away for the day, participate in a fun and relaxing
day in beautiful surroundings and even enjoy lunch on us.

See the flier in this issue for other details. Or call Gary at
the Board office to get involved. This is one event that
you'll not want to miss.

Welcome

New Member:

Lisa Metcalfe Mission Real Estate
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Local Focus

Town of Raymond Plan Commissioners are considering the
idea of an ordinance that would prevent any property owner
who is past due on property taxes or fines to the Town, from
making any application to the Town which requires Plan
Commission approval. First draft language of the proposed
ordinance has been requested under Wisconsin’'s open
records law.

It was suggested by one Plan Commissioner when discussing
the idea at their May 24, 2010 meeting, that it may not be
necessary to hold an official ‘reading’ of the ordinance or a
public hearing, before passing it. During public comments, |
raised strong objections to passing any ordinance which
places restrictions or limitations on property owners, without
an official ‘reading’ or public hearing.

WRA's Legal Department has been made aware of this
proposal and will assist in analyzing the ordinance draft, once
produced by the Town Attorney. The possibility of restricting a
property owner from petitioning the Plan Commission,
presents numerous legal questions, including potential
constitutional questions. Equal protection has been held in
various United States Supreme Court cases involving both
zoning and municipal services.

More Legislators Stepping Down

As of May 26, nearly 17 percent of Wisconsin state legislators
have opted out of running for re-election, bringing the total to
22 who are retiring from their current position. Similar stories
are playing out nationwide as the fall election cycle is
anticipated to be particularly hard on incumbents. The
dynamic of open seats increases primary election
competition, resulting in more declared candidates. This also
increases potential for seats in swing districts (those districts
where the margin of victory is close and the seat routinely
may be won by a Democrat or Republican), to change
parties.

U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan’s mobile office

Congressman Paul Ryan’s staff operates a mobile office for
the purpose if increasing constituent contact and accessibility
with federal programs, agencies, and services. Upcoming
highlights for Racine County include those listed below. The

entire schedule may be found online by visiting
http://www.house.gov/ryan/moschedule.htm

Caledonia, Tues., June 8, 9:00-10:30am, Caledonia
Town Hall parking lot, 6922 Nicholson Rd.

Sturtevant, Tues., June 8, 11:00am-12:00pm, Sturtevant
Police Dept parking lot, 2801 89th St.

Union Grove, Tues., June 8, 12:30-2:00pm, Graham
Public Library parking lot, 1215 Main St.

Burlington, Tues., June 8, 2:30-4:00pm, Pine Street,
outside Burlington Public Library

Waterford, Wed., June 9, 1:30-2:30pm, west lower
parking lot, baseball fields, 507 West Main St.

Rochester, Wed., June 9, 3:00-4:00pm, 208 West Spring
St. outside the Rochester Public Library

Wisconsin State and local government increase more
than federal debt from 1990 - 2009

State debt rose 316 percent over the period while local
debt increased 284 percent. Debt service as a share of
total expenditures rose an average of 2 percent from
1990 through 2002. By 2006, debt service reached 4.3
percent, and by 2009 it was 4.5 percent.

Veto floor period passes. State legislators allowed the
designated time during which they could convene a
session for the purpose of overriding gubernatorial
vetoes, to lapse, ensuring Governor Doyle’s tenure would
conclude without any veto override attempts.

S6# 78
69

The Racine Journal Times provides four free home
ads each week for our members, two in the
Tuesday edition and two on Thursday. Patricia is
looking for your submissions. Fill out a Homes of
the Week form and fax it to her at the Board office.

She will select the four homes that will be published
for the week based on a variety of prices, agents
and offices. She works very hard to everyone a
chance or two during the year. Patricia will notify
the agents or their offices that their properties have
been selected.

Once natified, it is your responsibility to
electronically submit to the Journal-Times the
property description and a photo. Under our
agreement with the Journal Times we are not
allowed to print agent names or offices.
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