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| have just returned from our WRA
Winter Convention. The turnout for the
convention was pretty good. The topics
covered and instructors proved to be
exceptional. It is always nice to talk with
other REALTORS® from around the
state about the market and get some
new ideas. | came home rejuvenated to
try something new and continue to learn.

| encourage everyone to position yourself
with your peers and gain some
knowledge from each other. The
convention reminded me how important it
is to network. From single office to
corporate companies, both local and
statewide, networking allows you gain
insight and outlook on a variety of
subjects.

One of the things mentioned at the
convention was an expectation of an
influx of foreclosures and short sales for
2010. For many of us, this still remains a

foreign topic. Luckily, our Education
Committee is preparing a program on this very
subject. 1think this is one ‘Did U Know’ that
will have a full house.

There are many upcoming events planned in
the next couple months. Whether you are
planning on attending Designation Week,
REALTOR® and Government Day in Madison,
Affiliate Night, the February Membership
Meeting. “Did U Knows. . .?” or your company
event; the opportunities are there for all of us
to stay connected and restore your desire to
learn something new. Grab a coworker and
plan to attend!

We are now officially half way through winter. |
am looking forward to a rewarding Spring

market for everyone.

Remember to shoot for the moon with
continued success
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It's been a busy few months for my
youngest daughter. In October she became
engaged. Last month she earned her
nursing degree and just last week she
closed on her first home.

She and her fiancé, who live in the
Minneapolis area, have been house hunting
for the past nine months. They hoped to
take advantage of the first-time home buyer
tax credit as well as some local incentives.

Because of some keen competition on

foreclosures in that area they looked at
countless homes and made offers on a
dozen. That's right, a dozen, only to be

outbid by investors or individuals with more
cash at their disposal.

What | was extremely impressed with was
the dedication of their REALTOR®. He putin
countless hours at their side. He gave them
good suggestions and recommendations.
That young man (who | had the fortune to
meet) spent much more time and effort than
you can imagine. The commission he
earned did not begin to cover his time.

And | know that all you would do the same.
I’'m proud to work for such a dedicated group.




Are you ready for some fun? If that's not good enough
let's sweeten the pot. Are you ready for some FREE
fun? Are you ready to kick off the Board’s 100™
Birthday Celebration? How about fun golfing games?
Does a 50/50 raffle tickle your fancy? In short, are you
ready for a great social event?

Then you need to get to the second annual Affiliates
Night . It will take place from 5-7 p.m. on March 11.
The event will be held at the Fountain Banquet Hall at
8505 Durand Avenue. There will be free pizza and soft
drinks (a cash bar will be available.) On top of that
there will be sweet treats to sample from Cold Stone
Creamery and Sam’s Club (and more coming.) Plus
each Affiliate will give away an attendance prize. And,
of course, you'll learn how our wonderful Affiliates can
help you succeed in your business.

This is a free event for RBR Members but we need to
know how many are attending. Deadline for
reservations is March 1 . See the flier in this issue.
The event is sponsored in part by Razor Sharp Fitness
and State Farm Insurance-Michelle Christensen

Also, if you know of a potential new Affiliate to invite as
a guest, contact Gary at the Board office
racineboard@tds.net or Christine Markusen at
cmarkusen@knightbarry.com. If the guest becomes an
Affiliate you will receive a $15 RE Store gift certificate.

" # 3P

Did you realize that your Racine Board of
REALTORS® turns 100 years old in
20107 Isn’t that amazing? A special Task
Force has been formed to plan a
celebration of this momentous occasion.

The festivities will begin at the Affiliates
Night (see above) but that’s only the
beginning. The Birthday celebration will
be part of many of this year’s events and
will culminate with a special event in
September. Watch for more details soon.
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They say there’s no such thing as a free lunch.
WRONG!!! We've got one for you on Thursday, February
18, hosted by our Affiliate Bill Werth of Merchant Moving
& Storage. We'll start with a membership meeting at 11
a.m.

Following the meeting, there will be a tour of Merchant’'s
facility. Then we will be treated to lunch by Merchant'’s.
Deadline for reservations is February 15 . Send the
flier located on the next page to Racine Board of
REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine,
Wisconsin 53405-2501, email: racinerealtors@tds.net or
call (262) 637-4426.

Merchant Moving & Storage is located at 1251 State St.
There'll be off-street parking in the west parking lot.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Do the winter doldrums have you down? We've got a cure. Come join your colleagues at find
out what's happening in the RE biz.

Following the meeting, there will be a tour of Merchant’s facility. Then we will be treated to
lunch by Affiliate member, Bill Werth, Vice President of Merchant's Sales/Marketing. Deadline
for reservations is February 15 . Send to Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West
Boulevard, Racine, Wisconsin 53405-2501, email: racinerealtors@tds.net or call (262) 637-
4426.

Names of those
attending:

Contact name and telephone:

FREE FOR RBR MEMBERS

Compliments of Merchant Moving & Storage
Non-members, $10 each
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Our Education Committee has done it again. They've lined up three
educational sessions that will help you be better prepared for Real Estate
success. And they have made them convenient and FREE.

“Did-U-Know. . . WHEDA?” 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, February 17 - Kim Plache.
WHEDA is back in business with the WHEDA Advantage program-- a
partnership with Fannie Mae which will be available to all WHEDA lenders
and eligible borrowers throughout the state.

“Did-U-Know. . . LEAD BASED PAINTS?” 9:30 a.m. Wed. March 10 - Marco
Celeste-Curb Appeal Home Inspection. What agents need to know when
listing or selling a home. What to look for, how much is too much, how to cure
the problem, and the hazards of paint.

“Did-U-Know. . . RADON?"” 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 24 — Mark Millis.
Things you may not know that can cause levels to be high. Why it's important
to test for radon, what effects the testing result and the changes in the level
ratings.

Sign up for these short educational programs by cal ling the Board
Office at 637-4426 or emailing: racineboard@tds.ne t. Space will be
limited so it’s first call or email, first served .
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By now you should all be aware that the
Wisconsin Department of Regulation and
Licensing has revised the following forms:

WB-11 Residential Offer to Purchase
WB-40 Amendment to Offer to Purchase
WB-41 Notice Relating to Offer to
Purchase

WB-42 Amendment to Listing Contract
WB-44 Counter Offer

WB-46 Multiple Counter Proposal

WB-47 Amendment to Buyer
Agency/Tenant Representation Agreement

The mandatory use date for the above
forms is March 1, 2010. Printed forms are
now available for sale at the Board office.

Additionally, the following WRA forms were
updated in late 2009.

WRAADA Addendum A to the Offer to Purchase
WRAADO Occupancy Agreement Addendum to Offer
WRACR Condition Report (2 pages)

WRASCR Seller's Real Estate Condition Report (3 pages)
WRAF Real Estate Condition Report — Farm
WRARCC Seller Disclosure Report — Commercial
WRARV  Seller Disclosure Report — Vacant Land

Addenda O and A were revised to reflect the removal of the
occupancy provision from the new WB11 and to more
closely match other provisions in the new form. Changes to
the condition/disclosure reports were necessary to include
the new farmland preservation conversion fee required as
of January 1, 2010 and to match the list of disclosure items
to those listed on the new offer to purchase.

Note that prices for forms has been adjusted at our RE
Store. Some forms and brochures are 75 cents, othe rs
are $1.50 and the new Residential Offer to Purchase
Part 1 and 2, is now $2.00. You may request a orde r
blank and price list from the Board office
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This is a free event for RBR Members but we need to know how many are attending. Deadline for
reservations is March 1 . Send to Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine,
Wisconsin 53405, email racineboard@tds.net or call 637-4426.

Each Affiliate will give away an attendance prize. There will also be sweet treats to sample from Cold
Stone Creamery and Sam’s Club (and more coming.)

Also, if you know of a potential new Affiliate to invite as a guest, contact Gary at the Board office
racineboard@tds.net or Christine Markusen at cmarkusen@knightbarry.com. If the guest becomes an
Affiliate you will receive a $15 RE Store gift certificate.

Sponsored in part by: Razor Sharp Fitness and Stat e Farm Insurance-Michelle Christensen

Names of those attending:

Contact name and telephone:

Registration deadline is March 1%



9, ( . "t <! +H+(&&E*(

0 171 2***5 0 8
9:; *+*5 $ %,<# (! +
5.0 $< <#$ $$2 5.0 " ) +1) $)2
& 2 2 < " < 5.0 $ # # $

< < 2% ## $ *

ol71 2*** 0 0 = 8
Q:; *+*5 * & & > $ >#<)) L+ =9) *
5 % 22 $ % +*5 % 2+# $
+H# % 2 # )< +% 4 % )
o !l71 2*** 0 8
9:; *+*5 $ & ?@A& & $
$ #+ 2 #$ " $ < *5 B$ +) $
% 2 $ $ $ " $*

#H $$ # ) +$C2B " g # < D
< E.(!@@?E + ; < F %

) 2 < + $ B$ % + % $$"*



% *

Recently the Board gave a check for $1,000 to
Habitat for Humanity from donations made by
you at our meetings and social functions. Habitat
divided that among four families who needed to
catch up with their mortgage or escrow—a great
Christmas gifts for four local families.

In turn a beautiful thank you card was recently
sent to President Johnson from one of families.
In it was written, “Thank you so much for helping
me with your donation. God Bless you helping
out on my payments. Tell everybody thanks—
Kathleen”

Habitat has rehabbed 26 homes and built 35
homes so far in Racine. These homes were sold
to low-income families who put in at least 300
hours of ‘sweat equity’ on a home. They are
currently working on four new Habitat homes and
three rehabs. All will be sold with no-interest
mortgages.
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Our annual presentation of the REALTOR® of the
Year and honoring of our office staff will take place
on Wednesday evening, April 21. We will all enjoy a
delicious dinner at the Marriott that evening and
then honor and recognize some very special people.

Also, that evening will be the election of Officers and
Directors for the Board. We will be sending the
slate of nominees in a few weeks. If you would like
to suggest someone (yourself included) to serve on
the Board of Directors, you may contact the Board
office or any member of the Nominating Committee,
which includes: Pat Murphy, Chair (First Weber),
Sue Causey, Co-Chair (Coldwell Banker), Randy
Savaglio (Shorewest), Linda Schubring (Coldwell
Banker), Diane Maritato (Diane Maritato Realty) and
Dick Hinsman (Hinsman Realty.)
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State of Wisconsin

Governor Doyle’s final State of the State Address included a
hint to lawmakers about what he’d like to see in terms of a
change to the State Constitution that would allow targeted
property tax relief. The requirements to change the State
Constitution could not happen until after Doyle leaves office,
as a constitutional amendment must pass both houses in
identical form as well as be put to voters. Governor Doyle’s
recognition during his farewell State of the State Address -
that Wisconsin is one of just two states with this limitation on
property taxation - demonstrates the importance of efforts
such as RPAC, Wisconsin Way, and REALTOR® &
Government Day.

Annual REALTOR & Government Day is FREE  for the first
500 registrants. To register for the February 24 event, visit
this web page -
http://www.wra.org/Government/rgday/default.htm

Federal

President Obama’s first State of the Union Address signaled
continued support for new and existing homeowners,
suggesting rebates for increasing energy efficiency as well as
additional efforts to facilitate re-financing aimed at avoiding
foreclosures.

Ben Bernanke was confirmed to a second term as Federal
Reserve chairman, in a 70-30 vote, the closest confirmation
in history for the position. Wisconsin's U.S. senators voted
differently with Herb Kohl supporting and Russ Feingold
against.

By The Numbers

Almost $1 Billion for Rail

Wisconsin grabbed $810 million of the $8 billion in federal
money for rail. $12 million will be used for track improvement
between Milwaukee and Chicago, with the balance for a new
line between Milwaukee and the Dane County Airport.

Mark Your Calendar

Designation Week - February 8-11 | Radisson Paper

Valley Hotel | Appleton

Designations can almost double your income in real estate.
Designation Week offers you an opportunity to take multiple
courses in one week and make significant progress towards
earning nationally-recognized designations — all in one
location. Log in and register now ! Or by phone, 1-800-279-
1972.

Many Designations, One Location:

GRI Course 2 and GRI Course 3

CRS 201 Listing Strategies

CRS 202 - Effective Buyer Sales Strategies

Marketing with Microsoft (CRS Elective)

Buyer Agency Two-Day Course (ABR)

Short Sales & Foreclosures (ABR Elective, SFR core
course)

New Green Designation Course (ABR & RSPS
Elective)

GREEN Residential Elective Course

Spring Primary Election — February 16

Annual REALTOR® & Government Day — February 24
— Madison

FREE Registration & FREE Lunch for the first 500
members. Register today at
http://www.wra.org/Government/rgday/registration.asp

Spring General Election — April 6

Complete WRA Calendar of Events:

http://www.wra.org/calendar/calendar.asp

Quotable

“It does not require a majority to prevail, but rather an
irate, tireless minority keen to set brush fires in people's
minds.” - Samuel Adams
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Will you be attending REALTOR® and Government
Day on February 24? Here are a few good reasons
why you should:

It is an opportunity to meet with your elected
state officials and tell them, first hand, what
is important to you.

You will hear the hot topics that are affecting
the real estate business in Wisconsin

It's free (including lunch) for the first 500
registrants before Feb. 18.

You know the old expression, “Put your money
where your mouth is.” This time you don’t even need
any money to express your opinions. See the next
two pages for more details.













