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Everywhere I go it seems someone is 
always asking about how the real estate 
market is doing. Perhaps it is just the 
nature of our business.  While it is a fact 
that the market is not what it was three or 
four years ago, it’s also a fact that we 
need to work with what we have. No 
matter what the market is, we have a 
service to provide and experience to 
offer.   
 
I have a book titled, The Power of 
Motivation.  I bought it at a Terry Watson 
Seminar.  I know some of you have it as 
well.  (As a side note:  if you ever have a 
chance to see Terry Watson – GO.)  I 
tried to have Terry as a speaker at my 
installation dinner.  He is booked a year 
in advance – he is that good!  Anyway, 
the book speaks on successfully 
motivating oneself, being enthusiastic, 
being determined and about being loyal.  
I have had it since 2005 and I think now 
is the perfect time for a re-read. 
 
I invite you to join me in reading this 
book … I invite you to let me and others 
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Dear Santa, 
 
I’ve been a good boy all year.  I’ve cleaned 
my room, done my chores, finished my 
homework and was nice to my big sister.  So 
here’s the list of presents I want you to bring 
this Christmas. 
 

·  I want home sales in Racine to 
increase by 30% 

·  I want lots more people to come to 
RBR meetings and social events 

  know your thoughts on the book.  Read the 
book; talk with your fellow REALTORS®.  Call 
it a virtual book club.  We will highlight some 
aspects of the book in the coming months. 
 
Nationally, we were happy to hear that 
congress expanded the housing tax credit and 
extended the time frame to June 30, 2010.  
The house passed this new incentive by a 
margin of 403 – 12 and the senate 
unanimously passed the bill with a vote of 98-
0.  Thank you to all who answered the Call to 
Action.   
 
Locally, many of our committees have 
successfully written mission statements and 
planned their activities for the year.   There will 
be something for everyone!  I hope you will 
plan to join us at these many events. 
  
I wish you the happiest of the holiday season.  
May the magic of the holiday fill your heart 
with joy as you celebrate with family and 
friends.  I pray that you celebrate the things, 
the many things, with which we are blessed. 
 
Remember to shoot for the moon  with 
continued success 
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·  I want our Affiliates’ businesses to 
thrive 

·  I want all closings to be happy and 
problem-free 

·  I want zero Arbitrations and Ethics 
complaints 

·  I want all our members to be happy 
and prosperous 

·  I want a pony 
 
Your friend, 
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No one can deny that the past few years have 
been wrought with unprecedented challenges 
in our industry due to the economy, mortgage 
issues and a record number of foreclosures. As 
we begin battling back from these issues the 
Equal Opportunity Committee reminds us all 
that we must renew our commitment to equal 
opportunity and fair housing. 
 
 In fact the mission statement of the EOC is, “to 
raise awareness and educate Real Estate 
professionals and the community on the 
cultural differences and the issues that relate to 
fair housing and equal access to home 
ownership.” 
 
Broker participation and enforcement by the 
local board on those who fail in this respect is 
crucial in creating an atmosphere of openness 
and fairness to all. Of course this is an 
important part of our Code of Ethics training.  
 
The EOC conducted an At Home With 
Diversity training seminar this past April.  Fifty 
individuals participated in this outstanding, full-
day program which focused on working with 
various cultures and fostering non-
discriminatory behavior. It also pointed out how 
innocent behavior can be misconstrued to be 
discriminatory and illustrated situations that 
arise out of ignorance.   

 
 Recent articles have been written with regard 

to first time buyers using the $8,000 tax 
credit as a down payment on their homes.  
Although it appears that HUD will allow a 
buyer to do so, to my knowledge, no local 
FHA approved lender is following this 
practice.  If you know of any local lender that 
is, please call the Board office with the 
information. 
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The EOC was pleased that the attendees saw the 
importance of furthering their education to keep pace 
with ever-changing times.  The committee looks 
forward to offering future presentations of that program 
as well as other educational sessions. We will also be 
issuing a series of articles in the FloorTimes that 
feature various scenarios of possible discriminatory 
behavior.  
 
It is important to note that the real responsibility lies 
with each individual to take advantage of training and to 
make sure that he or she translates that knowledge into 
habits.  The training is only as good as those taking 
advantage of it and implementing it in their business 
and personal lives. We certainly encourage you all to 
do so. 
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Your chances will be far, far better than winning the 
Powerball and you’ll be helping out your fellow RBR 
members.  What am I talking about?  Why, it’s the 
new 50/50 raffle. 
 
That’s right, the Affiliate’s Committee has come up 
with a creative idea and secured the Board of 
Director’s approval.  Money that had been allocated 
in last year’s budget to host the Affiliate Night Party 
was cut in this year’s budget (along with a number of 
other items) to improve our bottom line.  Last year’s 
party was very well received by all of you and you 
seemed to enjoy the free pizza and soft drinks.  The 
Affiliates want to carry the party forward but need 
help in subsidizing the costs. 
 
That’s where the 50/50 raffle comes in.  The affiliates 
will sell tickets at the beginning of all our social 
events and membership meetings starting with the 
December 3rd Holiday Party.  Tickets will go for a 
dollar each, six for five dollars, and fifteen for ten 
dollars.  Half the money collected will go to a lucky 
winner whose name is drawn the night of the event.  
The other half will be used for the Affiliate Night 
Party.  
 
We anticipate this raffle to become highly popular.  
When enough money is collected for the Affiliate’s 
night event the Board’s fifty percent will then go to 
our Charitable Committee to be contributed to our 
charitable causes.  It’s a Win/Win for the 50/50. 
  

���
���
1�����
'	
2
2
2
3�$ 

 

We have had a couple of members inquire about the 
necessity of listing the names of the applicable 
elementary, middle and high schools for listings.  While 
Racine Unified School District use to publish a book 
listing the boundaries, this book is out of date and no 
longer available. 
 
It is unlikely that the district will publish a corrected book.  
There is a possibility that the information may be 
available on the Unified website at some possible date.  
Until then, the only way to determine the schools 
associated with a listing is to ask the seller or call the 
Unified office. 
 
Listing the individual schools is a practice that was 
established when the Racine Board had its own MLS.  
Now that our members subscribe to Metro MLS their 
requirement is to furnish the school district in the listing, 
but our practice of listing the individual schools has 
continued.  A reasonable effort should be made to secure 
the information. 
  

The Charitable Committee had a busy past month.  In 
addition to the November Food Drive the committee, 
and specifically, Susan Liedel, oversaw the Board’s 
participation in “The Giving Tree.” 
 
Gifts of clothing were purchased for seventy-five 
needy children.  The beautifully-wrapped packages 
which adorned the Board office will soon help light up 
the eyes and warm the souls and bodies of some 
very happy young people. 
 
Thanks to all who purchased gifts and to everyone 
who helped out with the event.  The Racine Board of 
REALTORS® is certainly making this holiday season 
a better one for a lot of our local citizens. 
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Our Charitable Outreach Committee managed a very 
successful food drive on November 14 to benefit the 
Racine County Food Bank.  The event held at Wal-Mart 
resulted in contributions of $800 in cash and 1,454 
pounds of food.  The Food Bank equates a pound of food 
at $1.50.  Therefore food donations amounted to $2,100 
for a grand total of $2,900 to the Food Bank! Great Job! 
  
We had good press about the event in the Journal Times 
and the city bus parked at the event with our banner on it 
carrying the Board’s name drew a lot of attention.  Over 
thirty members, friends and family helped out that day.  
Thank you to all who participated and to Mark Kowbel 
who chaired the event.  We will be presenting the Food 
Bank with a check, and sending in another press release 
for publicity to the Journal Times.  
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Welcome 
New Offices 
Mission Real Estate 
Lawrence Real Estate 
 
New and Reinstated REALTOR® Members 
Lorenzo Conigliaro Mission Real Estate 
Bill Kessler (LDR) Century-21 Affiliated 
Mike Lawrence  Lawrence Real Estate 
Angelo Navarro  RE/MAX Newport 
Tracy Pataska  Shorewest REALTORS® 
 
New Affiliate Member  
Isela Escobar  North Shore Bank 
 
Members Transferring to our Board 
Patricia Blakesley Shorewest Realtors 
Chris Lange  Shorewest Realtors 
Robert Lucero  Shorewest Realtors 
Janice Taylor  Shorewest Realtors 
Tammy Tebon  Shorewest Realtors 
 
Office Transfer  
Jocelyn McNeil  Century-21 Affiliated 
 
Name Changes  
Mound Avenue Assoc. formerly Lathrop Center 
Northterra RE Group formerly Spectrum  
Tri-City National Bank formerly Bank of Elmwood 
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New and Improved Home Buyer Tax Credit Details  
http://www.wra.org/video/tax_credit_extension/tax_credit_ext
ension.html 
 
Local Government Highlights  
City of Racine’s Tax Incremental District at the former 
Walker Manufacturing plant site along Lake Michigan got a 
boost when a bill sponsored by Racine legislators, Senator 
John Lehman and Representatives Cory Mason and Bob 
Turner, was signed into law. City and state officials believe 
extending the length of time the district may operate will lead 
to new jobs and new development. 
 
Local Tax Rates Update 
School districts statewide , on average will increase their 
property taxes just over 7 percent, according the State 
Department of Public Instruction. 
Sturtevant Village’s 2010 tax rate remained essentially flat 
at $7.31. 
City of Burlington  officials are proposing a 1.9 percent levy 
increase and a rate of $7.49, down from $7.52 this year. 
Village of Rochester  increased the 2010 tax levy will by 2.4 
percent from 2009 with the rate going from $2.13 to $2.17. 
 
State of Wisconsin 
Wisconsin’s Public Service Commission  will receive $1.7 
million from the federal government as part of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (federal stimulus bill) to 
improve broadband (high speed Internet) access in the state.  
The money is supposed to go for map broadband access 
mapping and spreading high-speed Internet networks to more 
parts of the state.  
 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor’s Race 2010 – 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett is the only declared Democrat 
candidate for Governor, while three Republicans have 
announced, including Milwaukee County Executive Scott 
Walker, and business owners Mark Neumann, and Mark 
Todd. Democrat Lieutenant Governor declared candidates 
include State Senator Spencer Coggs of Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee Alderman Tony Zielinski, Dane County Board 
Chair Scott McDonell and former Assembly candidate Henry 
Sanders. Republicans running are State Representative Brett 
Davis of Oregon, Superior Mayor Dave Ross and Lake 
Geneva business owner Ben Collins. 
 

WRA Online  
 

 
 
By The Numbers  
3rd Quarter Wisconsin Home Sales Incease 5.8% over 
same quarter last year. 
 
Gov. Jim Doyle has signed 79 bills into law  with 22 
still awaiting his action (as of this writing). 
 
Mark Your Calendar 
WRA Management Conference – December 9-10 | 
Country Springs Hotel | Pewaukee 
http://www.wra.org/Education/Events/management_confe
rence/management_conference.html 
 
Designation Week - February 8-11 | Radisson Paper 
Valley Hotel | Appleton 
According to the National Association of REALTORS®, 
designations can almost double your income in real 
estate. Whether you have one designation, want to earn 
more or are working towards your first one, Designation 
Week offers you an opportunity to take multiple courses 
in one week and make significant progress towards 
earning nationally-recognized designations – all in one 
location. 
Log in and register now ! Or register by phone, 1-800-
279-1972 
Many Designations, One Location:  

GRI Course 2 and GRI Course 3 
CRS 201 Listing Strategies 
CRS 202 - Effective Buyer Sales Strategies  
Marketing with Microsoft (CRS Elective) 
Buyer Agency Two-Day Course (ABR) 
Short Sales & Foreclosures (ABR Elective, SFR core 

course) 
New Green Designation Course (ABR & RSPS 

Elective) 
GREEN Residential Elective Course 

See complete course details   
 
Annual REALTOR® & Government Day – February 24 
– Madison 

Complete WRA Calendar of Events: 

http://www.wra.org/calendar/calendar.asp  
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Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: 
President  Linda Johnson   First Weber Group   262-637-9801    
President-Elect Amy Karegeannes  Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 

   Sec/Treasurer  John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 

Affiliates Committee Christine Markusen  Knight-Barry Title Co.   262-633-2479 
Building Maintenance Ted Hart   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Marco Celeste   Curb Appeal Home Inspection  262-939-3474 
Bylaws   Executive Committee  
Charitable Mission Nicole Ramirez    First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Communications John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Education  Carol Hawes   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990  
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter   Champayne Realty   262-902-5876              
Finance   Randy Curtin   Curtin & Associates LLC  262-681-6379 
Golf Committee  Kelly Remer   Bank of Elmwood   262-554-5321 
   Monte Bohman, Co-Chair Johnson Bank    262-681-4652 
Governmental Affairs Fritz Cape   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Royce DeBow, Co-Chair Government Affairs Director  262-994-2231 
Grievance Committee Scott Fortier   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
MLS Representative Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Nominating *  Pat Murphy   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Sue Causey, Co-Chair  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 262-681-2020 
Orientation  Jessica Genrich   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Personnel **  Peggy Shumway  American Homes Realty   262-631-6909 
Professional Standards Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Programs  Kate Venturini   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
RPAC   Julie Lang   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Strategic Planning Executive Committee 
 

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.   
Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have. 
 

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee     ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents 
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