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 To provide a useful service for RBR REALTORS® wishing to announce Broker Open 
Houses the Board of Directors has approved all member email blasts with attached 
PDF flyers to be administered by the RBR Office Staff at a nominal cost.  This 
service is being offered on a trial basis to determine its feasibility.   
 

·  At least five working days in advance the agent requests the date he or she 
wishes the email and attached PDF to be sent to the members.  However, 
because of meetings, vacations, etc. if this date cannot be met the 
Association Executive will contact the agent and try to arrange a mutually 
agreeable date. 

 
·  An agent submits a one page PDF electronic document to 

racineboard@tds.net which should contain all information pertaining to the 
Broker Open House.  This PDF will be attached to an all-REALTOR® member 
email and sent (one time) by the Association Executive. 

 
·  The Email cover will state:  “Agent is responsible for accuracy of all 

contents in the attached document.  The Racine Board of REALTORS® is not 
responsible for content and does not endorse the attached material.”  The 
cover email will also include the name of the agent, as well as the time and 
date of the Broker Open House. 

 
·  Payment (check or cash) must be received in the Board Office before the 

email is sent.  As with other services per our Policies and Procedures 
Manual only Brokers/Owners of RBR firms may be extended credit via a 
monthly statement. 

 
·  The price is $15.00 and during this trial period is only available to RBR 

members. 
 

·  RBR Association Executive has final approval of all material that is 
submitted and may reject any submission that he feels is inappropriate.  He 
will notify the agent of the reason and return the payment. 

 
The Board of Directors feels this service will be beneficial to all members and is very 
happy to provide another tool for sales and prosperity.  This is just another example 
of the Racine Board of REALTORS® working for its members. 
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Here we are at the 100th Anniversary of the great Racine Board of REALTORS®.   And that’s worth celebrating, don’t you 
agree?  In fact, it is worth celebrating in a couple of ways.  Besides our September Gala at Wingspread, we’re going to turn 
back the clock for another great event.   
 
After extensive research we discovered that one of the highlights of a Sunday afternoon in the summer of 1910 was a  get-
together of family, friends and neighbors to enjoy good food, fun and wonderful fellowship.  That’s exactly what we are 
going to have—a Good Old Family Picnic.  And you are the guest of honor.   
 
We invite you to bring your families (kids, grandkids, etc.) to Smolenski Park in Mt. Pleasant from 12-4 p.m. on Sunday, 
August 22.  There will be games for kids and adults and great food provided by Danny’s Catering.  The Board will absorb 
some of the cost, so you will only pay $9 for adults, $5 for kids 5 to 11 years of age.  Kids under 4 are free.   You bring 
your own beverages.   
 
And how about this?  There will be a Cake Decorating Contest.  The theme is Realtors, our Centennial, or whatever you 
think ties in with the event and will win you the blue ribbon.  Contact Kate (or should we call her Cake?) Venturini (our 
Program Committee Chair) at 705-5628 for more details.   
 
We must have your RSVP and Payment  at the Board office by August 16.  SO DON”T DELAY.  This is too much fun to 
pass up. 
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The Wisconsin REALTORS® Assoc. is offering 
each Board one free registration for its annual 
convention, to be held September 26-28, 2010 
at the Kalahari Resort & Convention Center in 
the Wisconsin Dells. 
 
The criteria for the “Free” registration is as 
follows:  
1.  Person may have never attended an annual 

convention.   
2.  Registration is not transferable.  
3.  Recipient must be a member of good 

standing.  
4.  Financial need is not necessarily a 

prerequisite.  
5.  Recipient may not be a local board officer.  
6.  Deadline for applying to RBR is August 21. 
7.  Recipient may add ticketed items at their 

own cost.  

If you would like to be considered for the free 
registration (a $114 value) contact Gary at the 
Board Office before August 10. 

To find out more about the convention, 
including Two-Fer registrations visit:  
www.wra.org/convention2010 
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away with some great gifts.  Others pocketed nice 
prizes from winning the various contests on the course.   
 
We can’t thank our Sponsors and people who donated 
prizes enough.  Without them the Outing would not be 
possible.  The next time you see one of the following 
offer a big, “Thank You “ for their participation.    
 
And, next year we hope to se YOU there. 
 
Sponsors:   
 
Landmark Title, DCS Property Inspections, 
Perfection Home Inspection, WHEDA, Appraisal 
Services, Van Shields, Newport Builders, 
Southern Wisconsin Appraisal, Guy Lloyd Realty, 
Bobbie Kowbel and Steve Janecky, Norby & Sons 
Moving Co., Sondergaard Electric, Intrastate 
Appraisal, M&I Bank, M.P. Kowbel Appraisal Co., 
Korndoerfer Development, Johnson Bank Loan 
Officers, Knight-Barry Title, Victory Lane Full 
Service Car Wash, Karen Sorenson, Flooring 
Super Center, U.S. Bank, First Weber Group, 
Maresh, Meredith and Acklam, Compass 
Insurance, AireServe, Merchants Moving & 
Storage, Johnson Bank, Shorewest Realtors, 
North Shore Bank, RE/MAX Newport, Metro MLS, 
Sentry Insurance Diamond Residential Mortgage, 
Schmaling for Sheriff and KRW Title Services.   
 
Prizes:   
 
Alicia Villa Realty, Generations Portrait Studio, 
Uncorkt, Headlines, Ambassador Title, Curb 
Appeal Home Inspections, AmeriCU Mortgage, 
Jean Abegglen, The Journal Times, Racine 
Theatre Guild, Body and Soul, Curtin & Associates 
and The Yardarm.   
    

What a Golf Outing we had this year.  Ninety-six 
golfers hit the course on July 15 and another fourteen 
souls joined in for the banquet after the Outing.  
These numbers are the highest we have experienced 
in a number of years. 
 
The day started out very warm.  A half-hour cloud 
burst at noon cooled things a few degrees and 
lowered the humidity a touch.  All in all, the weather 
was very bearable.  And  laughter and fun could be 
heard throughout the course.   
 
An incredible raffle at the banquet offered over twenty 
prizes valued from $40 to $500.  Many people walked 
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Welcome 
 
New or Reinstated REALTOR® Members: 
Roberto Malacara Alicia Villa Realty  
Thomas Pataska  Shorewest Realty 
 
Transfers from another Board: 
Jennifer Schmaling Shorewest Realty 
 
New Affiliate Members: 
Paul Curtin  Flooring Supercenter  
Scott Pomerich  Diamond Residential Mortgage 
Sheree Hagen  KRW Title Services 
 
Office Change : 
Dave Braun  RE/MAX Newport 
 

To celebrate the Racine Board of REALTORS® 100th 
Anniversary a special Task Force has put together an event 
that will be second to none.   
 
On Saturday, September 18 we will celebrate our Anniversary 
with a gala cocktail party at world famous Wingspread.  The 
party will also be a benefit for SAFE Haven which has been 
providing crisis intervention services, which engage youth 
and their families in Racine County, for over 30 years.  
 
The Johnson Foundation will provide the venue, food, drink 
and entertainment as their contribution.  An RBR member 
and his or her guest (significant other) will pay $50 per 
person.  The bulk of this money will then be given to Safe 
Haven.  This should be a very prestigious affair and will be 
first come, first served when we begin accepting reservations.  
You should receive your invitation, via e-mail, wit hin the 
next two weeks.   If you do not, please contact the Board 
office.  
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Three Key Federal Laws Affecting Real Estate Indust ry 
Wall Street Reform Signed into Law  
President Obama signed the 2,300-page bill, called the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, into 
law July 21. The law allows for the crafting of numerous new 
rules and regulations concerning real estate finance, such as 
reforming subprime and other non-standard mortgage 
products. A new Consumer Financial Protection Bureau will 
have new oversight of financial services firms with the goal of 
increasing consumer protection. For example, there may be 
disincentives for lenders to originate loans for consumers that 
might not be the best possible loan for the consumer. In 
addition, lenders originating stated income loans will be 
required to confirm a borrower has the ability to meet loan 
repayment terms. 
 
Flood Insurance Extended  
President Obama also signed an extension of the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) into law, extending the 
program without a gap, until September 30, even though 
technically there was a lapse in the program. 
 
Tax Credit closing Date Extended to September 30  
Tax credit-eligible homes may now close as late as 
September 30, 2010. 
 
Feature 
Real Estate Industry Issues Prominent Among 
Candidates 
From proposals to freeze, reduce, delay, or even eliminate for 
one year, property taxes, real estate issues are gaining 
significant attention from candidates running for the state 
legislature and Governor. Republican candidate Mark 
Neumann recently proposed a dramatic change to paying 
property taxes, claiming an $11 billion savings for tax payers, 
although it remains unclear whether or not the savings is 
permanent, or simply a delay in payment. Democratic 
candidate and current Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett stated 
he will seek to propose a budge which freezes property taxes. 
The other major candidate, Republican Scott Walker, 
continues promoting his record as Milwaukee County 
Executive, with claims of introducing zero property tax 
increase budgets for nearly a decade. No matter how one 
views the current field of candidates for various offices up for 
election this fall, it is becoming increasingly clear that real 
estate industry issues will be a part of many candidates’ 
platforms. 
 

State Election Lineup in Racine County  
Voters in the greater Racine area will cast ballots for 
various statewide candidates such as Attorney General 
and Governor, as well as a U.S. Senator and U.S. 
Representative. In addition, they also choose who 
represents them in the state legislature. Racine County 
essentially has four legislative seats, all of which are up 
for election this year. According to the State of 
Wisconsin, Government Accountability Board, the 
following individuals have qualified for the fall election 
cycle in races that Racine area voters will see on their 
ballots for the state legislature.  
 
SENATE DISTRICT 21 
John Lehman (Incumbent Democrat) 
Van Wanggaard (Republican) 
Bob Gulan (Republican) 
 
ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 61 
Robert Turner (Incumbent Democrat) 
James R. DeMatthew (Democrat) 
George Meyers (Libertarian 
 
ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 62 
Corey Mason (Incumbent Democrat) 
Chris Wright (Republican) 
Tony Decubellis (Libertarian) 
 
ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 63 
Robin J. Vos (Incumbent Republican) 
 
Soon, the Wisconsin REALTORS Association will make 
endorsements in these and other races, notifying the 
candidates and then members of the endorsements. To 
learn more about the endorsement process, checkout the 
story titled ‘Candidate Selection’ in the July edition of 
‘Wisconsin Real Estate Magazine.’ You may read the 
article online at 
http://www.news.wra.org/story.asp?a=1339 
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Mr A was posed the following question:  When must 
a licensee discuss agency with a potential buyer? 
 
His thoughtful answer is:  The current rules require 
that a licensee must provide the Wisconsin mandated 
disclosure to a potential buyer before providing 
brokerage services.  This means before showing 
property.  However, a few exceptions have become 
apparent, such as open houses.  Waiting until the 
offer is written is not appropriate.  
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Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: 
President  Linda Johnson   First Weber Group   262-637-9801    
President-Elect Amy Karegeannes  Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 

   Sec/Treasurer  John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 

Affiliates Committee Christine Markusen  Knight-Barry Title Co.   262-633-2479 
Building Maintenance Ted Hart   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Marco Celeste   Curb Appeal Home Inspection  262-939-3474 
Bylaws   Executive Committee  
Charitable Mission Nicole Ramirez    First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Communications John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Education  Carol Hawes   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990  
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter   Champayne Realty   262-902-5876                            
Finance   Randy Curtin   Curtin & Associates LLC  262-681-6379 
Golf Committee  Kelly Remer-Stinefast  U.S. Bank    262- 884-3803 
   Monte Bohman, Co-Chair Johnson Bank    262-681-4652 
Governmental Affairs Fritz Cape   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
   Royce DeBow, Co-Chair Government Affairs Director  262-994-2231 
Grievance Committee Scott Fortier   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
MLS Representative Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Nominating *  Pat Murphy   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Sue Causey, Co-Chair  Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 262-681-2020 
Orientation  Jessica Smith   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
Personnel **  Peggy Shumway  American Homes Realty   262-631-6909 
Professional Standards Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Programs  Kate Venturini   Shorewest REALTORS®  262-637-2121 
RPAC   Julie Lang, Co-Chair  First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
   Pamela Cartwright, Co-Chair Shorewest REALTORS®  262-636-2121 
Strategic Planning Executive Committee 
 

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.   
Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have. 
 

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee     ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents 
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