
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
   
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            

 

The Voice for Real Estate in Racine 

August, 2009 ���������	 


Individual Highlights: 

 

Aug. 19 Membership                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Meeting                        2                

 
 
Food for Thought             3 
 
Homes of the Week         3 
 
Cops ‘N Kids                   4 
 
 
Free WRA Convention 

Registration                 4 
 
CE Classes                     6  
 
 
GAD Report                     7 
 
Thank You                       8 
 
New Members                 8 
 
 
Calendar             last page 
 

 

On Thursday July 16th, the Racine Board 
of REALTORS® had our annual golf 
outing at the Maplecrest Country Club. 
The outing turned out to be a huge 
success thanks to the many volunteers 
led by Rick Brandes and Monte Bohman, 
chairpersons of our Golf Committee. 
We want to thank all who participated 
and a special thanks to all of our 
sponsors and Affiliates who came 
forward with donations to make the event 
the success it was. Please take a 
moment to thank our Affiliates when you 
see them. 
 
Our next event will be a breakfast 
meeting on August 19th at Infusions. Our 
guest speaker will be James J. Shaw 
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My hat is off to the Golf Outing Committee.  
They pulled off a First-Rate event on July 
16.  It was a success in every measurement: 
fun, participation numbers, financially.  And 
to think, five weeks before the event it 
looked like we might have to cancel it. 
 
Which brings me to my article this month.  
You wonderful, charming, and fun-loving 
folks--you REALTORS® are certainly 
procrastinators when it comes to signing up 
for events.   
 
It is not uncommon to get 60-70% of the 
total sign-ups for an event, meeting or 
educational event the last three days before 
the deadline (or event a day after the 
deadline.) 
 
The only problem with that is that it is very 
nerve-wracking on your poor old (getting  

  Ph.D, the superintendent of the Racine Unified 
School District. Please be sure to register for 
this event by August 10 as we are sure it will 
be a very informative open discussion 
regarding RUSD. 
 
There seems to be more positive news then 
negative on our housing market lately. 
Glancing over some of the recent statistics it’s 
clear we are definitely moving forward to 
healthier market conditions. For example, 
single family homes have dropped from 12 
months of inventory in January, 2009 down to 
8 months in June, 2009.  The main reason for 
this is that we sold 158 single family homes in 
Racine County in the month of June. The last 
time we sold over 150 homes in a month was 
almost one year ago. 

 
(continued on page 3) 
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older all the time) Association Executive. 
 
You see, there are meal counts that 
caterers must have in advance.  There 
are supplies to purchase based on 
numbers attending.  There are a myriad 
of reasons that we must give you 
deadlines. 
 
But a deadline doesn’t mean that you 
have to wait to respond UNTIL THAT 
DAY.  Our planning is greatly enhanced 
when we have an idea of the level of 
participation even several weeks in 
advance. 
 
So sign up early and often (to para-
phrase the voting record of our neighbor 
to the South. 
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Our Program Committee has done it 
again.  They have booked a fantastic 
speaker for the next Membership 
Meeting.  Who is it and when will it be, 
you ask.  Read on. 
 
On Wednesday, August 19 from 8:30 to 
10:30 we will have a breakfast meeting at 
Infusino’s Banquet Hall.  The featured 
speaker will be Racine Unified School 
District Superintendent Jim Shaw. 
 
Dr. Shaw will focus on the many positive 
things going on in the schools in a short 
address.  Then the floor will be open to 
your questions.  We have promised 
Superintendent Shaw that questions and 
comments will be upbeat since we have 
the same goal:  to promote Racine 
schools as a great place to learn and 
grow. 

 
 

The delicious breakfast buffet is only 
$10.00.  Reservations and payment 
must be to the Board office by 
August 10.   See the flier in this issue 
for registration details.   
 
And here’s another thought for the 
August 19 meeting.  Why don’t you 
invite a potential Affiliate to come 
along?  Affiliates belong to our 
organization for the networking they 
can accomplish. Our membership 
meetings are the primary place that 
this networking occurs.  By bringing a 
potential new member you will be 
showing him or her how approachable 
our members are.  Remember, the 
more Affiliates we have the more it 
enriches our organization. 

 

Former RBR Member, Mayor Dickert was 
able to play in the RBR Golf Outing.  Here 
he says hello to Anna Aiello our Knight-
Barry Title Affiliate. 
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It is hard at times to stay positive, but working together we will make it 
through this market and through this year. The housing market is 
turning around as we speak even with its ups and downs. 
 
We must continue to stay focused on our business and keep thinking 
positive thoughts. Work together now more than ever with your fellow 
REALTORS® to make every deal stay together and go to closing. 
Communication is the key. 
 
Thank you. 

� � � � ���	�
�  

����
���

��	�����
 (cont. from page 1) 
 

����
��� 
������� --����
�������� 


Mr. Anonymous says: 
 
The new Offer to Purchase form, according to 
Regulation & Licensing, is still not ready for our 
use. However, keep one thing in mind.  If you are 
preparing an Offer to Purchase and you are not a 
buyer's agent selling a co-op listing then you are 
not the agent of the seller; you are a sub-agent of 
the listing broker. 
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President Michael, Nancy and Harvey Paepke and Kathy 
Deverney  take a well deserved break from volunteering 

at the Golf Outing. 

The Racine Journal Times provides four free home ads 
each week for our members.  Patricia is looking for your 
submissions.  Fill out a Homes of the Week form and fax 
it to her at the Board office.   
 
She will select the four homes that will be published for 
the week based on a variety of prices, agents and offices.  
Patricia will notify the agents or their offices that their 
properties have been selected.   
 
Once notified, it is your responsibility to electronically 
submit to the Journal-Times the property description and 
photo.   
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The Wisconsin REALTORS® Assoc. is offering each Board 
one free registration for its annual convention, to be held 
September 9-11, 2009 at the Kalahari Resort & Convention 
Center in the Wisconsin Dells. 
 
The criteria for the “Free” registration is as follows:  
 
1.  Person may have never attended an annual convention.   
2.  Registration is not transferable.  
3.  Recipient must be a member of good standing.  
4.  Financial need is not necessarily a prerequisite.  
5.  Recipient may not be a local board officer.  
6.  Deadline for applying to RBR is August 10. 
7.  Recipient may add ticketed items at their own cost.  

If you would like to be considered for the free registration (a 
$109 value) contact Gary at the Board Office before August 
10. 

To find out more about the convention visit:  
www.wra.org/convention09 
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RBR member Selethia (Lee) Gunn is a big supporter of 
the Cops ‘N Kids Reading Program.  She says, “Cops ‘N 
Kids is a great organization.  The children that participate 
in this program gain confidence in their reading, and learn 
personal life changing skills.”  
 
She also shares these words from Julia Burney, program 
founder:  “I appreciate all the love and encouragement 
you have given to me which allows me to continue on this 
journey of book ownership for our children.  I just love 
seeing the joy that is associated with reading when they 
get it!  They can read! 
  
“Our children are getting a lot of free books to keep for 
their very own, and their reading and comprehension 
skills are improving each and everyday.  Not to mention 
their attendance at school is climbing towards perfect 
attendance each semester.” 
  
A benefit concert will be held at the Racine Theater Guild 
on Saturday August 8, 2009 at 6pm.  See below. 
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There are two great local opportunities to fulfill your 
Continuing Education Requirement before the 
December 14, 2010 deadline sneaks up on you 
(and it will.)  Our great Affiliate Member, Johnson 
Bank, will be again sponsoring classes and our 
REALTOR® member Jean Abegglen will offer the 
classes through her real estate school.  The State 
of Wisconsin CE requirement for 2009-2010 has 
expanded from twelve to eighteen hours:  four core 
classes plus two electives.   
 
The Johnson class schedule is: September 16-
Course 4, September 24-Course 3, October 14-
Elective C, October 19-Elective A, November 3-
Course 1 and December 4-Course 2.  Registration 
forms, with information on each class and its 
instructor, are available at the Board Office (900 
West Blvd) or you may contact Terry Kropp at 
Johnson Bank Mortgage, 5901 Durand Ave. (262) 
554-3940.  They ask that those planning to take 
each class register and pay in advance so that they 

can be sure they have the proper amount of 
classroom materials.  The classes will be at the 
Johnson Building downtown at 555 Main Street.  
Carpooling is a good idea due to parking - although 
the Lake Avenue parking ramp is right across the 
street. 
 
Jean Abegglen will offer Continuing Education 
classes through her Abegglen School of Real 
Estate.  Jean, an RBR member, has been teaching 
Continuing Education classes for over 17 years.  
Although she offers scheduled classes at her office 
(see ad below) Jean will even bring CE classes 
right to you.  Think of her school as a “Class room” 
on wheels.  No need to leave the comfort of your 
office.  Cost per class is $15.00.  She is certified by 
the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and 
Licensing.  Her fee is $15 per class, per student.  
You may contact Jean at (262) 886-6940 for further 
information. 
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More, More, More!  
Find more success, fun, marketing tools, business tips, and 
professional education at the WRA’s Annual Convention. 
Perfect for agents, brokers, managers, and appraisers. 

REGISTER TODAY! 
http://www.wra.org/Education/Events/convention09/re gistr
ation.asp  

 
You Could Win a Best Buy Gift Certificate 

REALTOR® Technology Survey 2009 

Complete the survey at the link below and be entered to win a 
$75 Gift Certificate from Best Buy. 
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/survey-
intro.zgi?p=WEB229BEYJ95S4 
 
Wisconsin Foreclosure Assistance Resource Center  
Courtesy of Wisconsin REALTORS® Association   
Urge homeowners facing foreclosure or concerned about the 
possibility to visit the Wisconsin Foreclosure Assistance 
Resource Center at http://www.wisconsinforeclosurekit.org/. It 
addresses questions about Wisconsin's foreclosure process, 
lists action steps for the homeowner to follow and includes 
credible resources and contact information to help homeowners 
steer away from foreclosure or navigate through the process 
with better results. Check out this wonderfully comprehensive 
foreclosure resource from  the Wisconsin REALTORS® 
Association. 
 
Local Government Highlights 
Kenosha and Racine County Flood Victims May Apply F or 
Assistance 
Residents of Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee, Walworth, and 
Waukesha counties who were impacted by the June 18th and 
19th flooding can now apply for Small Business Administration 
(SBA) Disaster Loans. Residents can apply for a loan to repair 
or replace destroyed real estate, or they can apply for a 
personal property loss loan. Both loans are repayable up to 30 
years, and have an interest rate as low as 2.4% for 
homeowners, and 4% for businesses and non-profit 
organizations. To pick up a loan application please visit one of 
the following locations: 
  

·  Kenosha County Job Center , 8600 Sheridan 
Road (entrance D), Suite 122. This location is 
opens July 21st and closes July 25th. Hours of 
operation are: Tuesday through Friday from 9am 
to 6pm, and Saturday 8am to 12pm.  

·  Kenosha County Center , 19600 75th Street, 
Bristol, Human Services Resource Room. This 
location opens July 27 and closes July 31st. 
Hours of operation are: Monday through 
Thursday from 9am to 6pm, and Friday from 
9am to 4pm. 

For residents who are unable to visit one of the centers 
in person, you can obtain information by calling toll free 
at (800) 659-2955, by going online to 
http://www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, or by 
sending and e-mail to: 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.   
 
The filing deadline to return applications for flood related 
disaster loans is September 14, 2009. 

Washington 
HVCC (Home Valuation Code of Conduct) = Delays 
and Lost Deals 
The vast majority of members surveyed say HVCC is 
hurting the industry through longer appraisal reporting 
times that have resulted in cancelled contracts or 
prolonged closings. In addition, HVCC can hurt the 
quality of appraisals as well as increase their cost. 
 
Healthcare debate continues with The National 
Association of REALTORS ® at the table. In addition to 
principles NAR has set to protect members as 
healthcare reform is considered, representatives from 
NAR participate in discussion such as the recent small 
business roundtable. Various bills addressing major 
 

(continued next page) 
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Our annual Golf Outing was a tremendous success this year.  That’s in no small part due to our many gracious 
contributors to the event.  Thanks to everyone who sponsored a pin flag, a tee, an event or contributed a gift for 
our raffle.   

Landmark Title 
Knight-Barry Title 
DSC Property Inspections 
Bank of America 
Southeast Wisconsin Mortgage 
Maresh-Meredith & Acklam Funeral Home 
Johnson Bank 
Bank of Elmwood 
M&I Bank 
First Weber Group of Southern Wisconsin 
Metro MLS 
Educators Credit Union 
Bucket’s Pub 
Perugini Appraisal 
Time Warner Cable 
S&S Appraisals 
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healthcare reform continue being debated and 
negotiated with cost and effectiveness rising to 
the top of considerations for both parties. To 
date, the earliest any plan could be implemented 
appears to be 2013 if a bill is passed and signed 
into law this calendar year. As of this writing, it 
appears a vote on any bill will take place in the 
fall, after the traditional congressional summer 
recess. 
 
By The Numbers 
 
State of Wisconsin tax revenue collections 
are down 7 percent, or about $838 million, year-
to-date over the same time in the 2008 fiscal 
year, according to figures released by the 
Department of Revenue. 
 
The Tax Foundation mid-year update to 
rankings in various changes, shows Wisconsin 
was No. 23 for income per capita at $40,953 and 
had the 38th best business tax climate. 
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 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
New REALTOR®: 
 
Lee Jaramillo  Spectrum Investments Group 
 
REALTOR® Reinstate: 
 
Mary Ellen Schorsch Image Realty 
 
REALTOR® Board Transfers: 
 
Jessica Smith  Shorewest Realty 
Lyle Albro  Shorewest Realty 
 

     

North Shore Bank 
Nancy and Harvey Paepke 
RE/MAX Newport Realty 
Curb Appeal Home Inspections 
Century-21, Savaglio & Cape 
Wells Fargo Reserve Home Mortgages 
Merchants Moving and Storage Company 
Karen Sorenson, RE/MAX Newport 
Commercial 
Ambassador Title 
Victory Lane Car Wash 
Jean Abegglen School of Real Estate 
Randy Curtin 
Mary Lou Larsen 
Linda Johnson 
Kelly Remer 
 

An Awesome Foursome:  Hart, Roberson, 
Savaglio and Brandes. 
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Racine Unified School District Superintendant Jim Shaw will focus on the 
many positive things going on in the schools in a short address.  Then the 

floor will be open to your questions. 
 
Even if you do not want to eat breakfast you are very welcome and encouraged to come 
to the meeting.  (Please call the Board office to RSVP.) 
 
Breakfast for RBR Members is only $10.00.  Deadline for reservation and payment is 
August 10 .  Send to Racine Board of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine, 
Wisconsin  53405-2501. 
_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   
 
Names of those 
attending:________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact name and telephone:___________________________________ 
 
 

Payment deadline is August 10 
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Executive Committee of the Board of Directors: 
   President  Mike Voss   Prudential Southeast Realty  262-554-9752 
   President-Elect Linda Johnson   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
    Sec/Treas.  Amy Karegeannes  Century 21 Savaglio & Cape  262-637-2121 

Affiliates Committee Christine Markusen  Knight-Barry Title Co.   262-633-2479 
Building Maintenance Ted Hart   Century 21 Savaglio & Cape  262-637-2121 
Bylaws   Executive Committee  
Charitable Mission Nicole Ramirez    First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Communications John Suprak   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Education  Carol Hawes   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990  
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter   Champayne Realty   262-902-5876                                                                 
Finance   Randy Curtin   Curtin & Associates LLC  262-681-6379 
Golf Committee  Rick Brandes   Johnson Bank    262-884-7773 
Governmental Affairs Executive Committee 
Grievance Committee 
MLS   Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Nominating *  Pat Murphy   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Orientation  Jessica Genrich   First Weber Group   262-637-9801 
Personnel **  Dorothy Bosley   Coldwell Banker Res. Brokerage 262-681-2020 
Professional Standards Sandy Carlson   RE/MAX Newport Realty  262-632-9990 
Programs  Amy Karegeannes  Century 21 Savaglio & Cape  262-637-2121 
RPAC   Marty DeFatte   Century 21 Savaglio & Cape  262-637-2121 
Strategic Planning Executive Committee 
 

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.   
Remember, you can always contact Mike Voss or Gary with any ideas or suggestions that you may have. 
 

* Must be a past-President to be on the committee     ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents 
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WPGA look out!  Here comes Markusen, 
Kowalsky, Egerson and Ruffalo 


