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It has been a grand couple of months and your Board has
been busy with multiple planning of both educational and
social programs. Thank you to the Program Committee
for the wonderful membership meeting at Merchants, to
the Education Committee for the updates on lead paint at
the “Did U Know”, and to the Affiliates Committee for the
wonderfully fun (and free) Affiliate Night. And, there are
more opportunities ahead.

The 100 year Task Force is in charge of celebrating and
planning the 100 year anniversary of the Racine Board of
REALTORS®. | am happy to report that there are two
birthday parties planned. You can look forward to a
picnic in the park and a September cocktail party at
Wingspread. Look for upcoming details in the very near
future for both dates.

April reminds us of taxes. While the buyers tax credit
requires an accepted offer by the end of April, there are
other tax credits that are available to home owners.

Tax Credits for Replacing Heating and Cooling

Systems. Upgrading to an energy-efficient heating and
cooling system can save hundreds on your utility bills and
earn you a tax credit worth as much as $1,500.

Tax Credits for Adding or Replacing Insulation . A
federal tax credit makes adding insulation an affordable
way to improve your home's energy efficiency and cut
heating and cooling bills. A federal energy tax credit
worth up to $1,500 can help defray the cost.

Tax Credits for Replacing Windows, Doors, and
Skylights.  You can claim a tax credit of up to $1,500 for
upgrading windows, exterior doors, and skylights in your
primary residence during 2009 and 2010.

Tax Credits for Replacing Your Roof. ~ During 2009 and
2010, you can claim a credit for 30% of the cost of
qualifying asphalt or metal roofing materials.

Tax Credits for Solar Water Heaters. A federal tax
credit makes energy-efficient solar water heaters a more
affordable and sustainable option for many homeowners.
A federal energy tax credit that's available through the
end of 2016 allows homeowners to shave 30% off the
cost of a solar water heater.

Shoot for the moon, with continued success!

e-mail: wra@wra.org

NAR: 1-800-874-6500

Looking for a great night with good friends and fine food?
Look no further. Our annual membership meeting honoring
our office staff will take place on Wednesday evening, April
21 at the Marriott. Cocktails are at 5 and the meeting will
follow at 5:30 p.m.

A delicious buffet highlights the evening for only $25
per person (includes dessert, tax and gratuity.) We
will also enjoy some great entertainment. See the flier
on the next page. Also, that evening we will hold the
election of Officers and Directors for the Board.

Even if you cannot stay for dinner you are very welcome to
come for the meeting and socializing before dinner. Please
call the Board office to RSVP. The deadline for reservation
and payment for dinner is April 14.
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In this, our 100 ™ Anniversary Year, it's our night to honor our Supp ort Staff and
thoroughly enjoy each other’'s company. Delicious f ood — some great
ENTERTAINMENT. Oh, and we’ll bring you up to date  on Board business as well.

Even if you cannot stay for dinner you are very welcome to come for the meeting and
socializing before dinner. Please call the Board office to RSVP.)

Deadline for reservation and payment for dinner is April 14 . Send to Racine Board
of REALTORS®, Inc., 900 West Boulevard, Racine, Wisconsin 53405-2501.

Names of those attending (please indicate support staff
members ):

Contact name and telephone:

$25.00 per person, payable by Wednesday, April 14
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Our Education Committee keeps rolling out great, free
programs. Sign up for either or both of these short
educational programs by calling the Board Office at
637-4426 or emailing: racineboard@tds.net

“Did-U-Know. . . Making Sure the Home's Electric Is
Ready for Today's Buyer?” At 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday April 7 RBR Affiliate Gary Sondergaard of
Sondergaard Electric will discuss what upgrades need
to be done. He will also cover the requirements
deemed necessary by the city inspector.

“Did-U-Know. . . Home Staging Answers for Today's
Real Estate Professional.” 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,

April 28 with Leah Fritz of Perfect Place Home Staging.

Hear how proper home staging can not only
benefit your sellers but also help you as a REALTOR®.

And coming up in May and June: “Did-U-Know . . .
Titles?”, “Did-U-Know . . . Send Out Cards?” and “Did-
U-Know. . . Mold?” Watch your email and the
FloorTimes for details.
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The Kenosha REALTORS® Assoc. and Lakes Area REALTORS®
Assoc. have formed an exploration task force to research the
advantages and disadvantages of consolidation. They invited
our Board to participate. Our Board of Directors moved to
authorize President Johnson, to name four members to the
Task Force for the purpose of researching consolidation.

The duties of the Task Force are to examine all the positive and
negative effects a consolidation would have. They will also research,
organize, and facilitate an orderly consolidation process between the
LARA, RBR and KRA, including regular reporting of progress at all
regular or special Board meetings, as requested. In addition, the
Board will be presented Memorandums of Understanding created by
the Task Force, which would define all terms of the consolidation, and
which must be mutually ratified by LARA, RBR and KRA Boards, with
a majority vote. At anytime during the process, any Board may vote to
terminate the proposed consolidation for just cause.

Prior to consolidation, a final vote of approval must be properly placed
before RBR, KRA, and LARA members authorized in current bylaws
to vote on such matters. At such time, details presented by the Task
Force and approved by all three boards, will be made available to
members.
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Leadership Racine began when community leaders asked, who is
going to volunteer for community initiatives in the future; who will
lead our organizations in the future, and who will chair the
committee or join the boards that serve so many.

Leadership Racine offers an understanding of the assets, issues
and challenges of our community and helps: develop stronger
communication skills, build an understanding of our community's
future, enhance understanding of how teams work together to
reach goals, and provide a broader view of civic responsibility
through interaction with current leaders.

Leadership Racine is entering its 13th year. They invite you to
consider applying and becoming more connected to Tomorrow's
Leaders - Today through Leadership Racine. Program
information is available on their web site,
www.Leadershipracine.com. Applications are due by May

31, 2010 for Leadership Racine classes starting in September
2010.

If you have questions regarding this program, please call: Karen
Bayer at Leadership Racine: 262-634-1931 or email
kbayer@racinechamber.com
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To celebrate the Racine Board of REALTORS® 100" Anniversary
a special Task Force has put together an event that will be
second to none.

On Saturday, September 18 we will celebrate our Anniversary
with a gala cocktail party at world famous Wingspread. The
party will also be a benefit for SAFE Haven which has been
providing crisis intervention services, which engage youth and
their families in Racine County, for over 30 years.

The Johnson Foundation will provide the venue, food, drink and
entertainment as their contribution. An RBR member and his or
her guest (significant other) will pay $50 per person. The bulk
of this money will then be given to Safe Haven. This should be
a very prestigious affair and will be first come, first served when
we begin accepting reservations (do not respond at this time.)

The Board’s Program Committee is planning a free beach party
in August that will also celebrate the 100" Anniversary. So
everyone who wishes should be able to participate in an
anniversary event.

Did you notice? It's getting warm outside. And as the
weather warms a young (or the rest of us) REALTORS®’
fancy turns to spending a pleasant day with friends and
colleagues on the golf course. Our July 15 event is
designed so everyone can have a great time—beginners
are welcome.

Put together a foursome or let us match you up with other
golfers and come enjoy a fun-filled day. The event has
been restructured to accommodate golfers of all stripes.
AFFILIATES, TAKE NOTE! If you put together a
foursome with two or more REALTORS® in it you will be
eligible to have your name drawn for a special (and very
nice) prize.

SPONSOR A TEE OR HOLE. For as little as $50 you
can put your yard sign on a tee. It's a great way to let
your colleagues know you are a vital part of the Racine
real estate scene while helping out your organization.
Lenders and offices: why not sponsor a hole?

COME FOR DINNER. We offer a delicious buffet and
great camaraderie. And you'll get to be part of the
fantastic raffle with dozens and dozens of great prizes to
win. What a great way to be part of this super event.

VOLUNTEER. We will need lots of help on the course.
So slip away for the day, participate in a fun and relaxing
day in beautiful surroundings and even enjoy lunch on us.
See the flier in this issue for other details. Or call Gary at

the Board office to get involved. This is one event that
you'll not want to miss.

Welcome

Members Transferring to our Board

Coldwell Banker
Coldwell Banker

Mary Kingery
Karin Robison

New Local Affiliates:

Rich Hernandez Axis Property Mgmt.

& Home Services
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RPAC Direct Giver: What is it and why is it importa  nt?

As integral members of the community, REALTORS® are
known for not only paying attention to politics, but often
participating. Take for example, former First Weber team
member, and now Racine Mayor, John Dickert. Or, how
about County Supervisor Karen Nelson? There are many,
many others who are REALTORS® and currently hold
appointed or elected office, or have at some time in the past.
Getting into office requires campaigning, learning and talking
about the issues, and selling ones self and ideas to at least
fifty percent, plus one of the voters. It is no easy task and
today’s campaigns are becoming more expensive with the
addition of online campaign tools and techniques, as well as
the need to harness traditional media such as direct mail,
newspaper advertising, as well as radio and television.
Except now there are hundreds of channels, countless blogs
and web sites, and increasingly more opportunities and ways
to communicate with voters, all of which require resources.

As recognized and respected community members and
business people, many REALTORS® are often solicited for their
financial support of political candidates. Those solicitations
come in many forms; phone calls, post cards, online via a
campaign web site, from a state or national political party or
committee, and in the form of fundraisers, where you can
attend an event, meet the candidate, and make a campaign
contribution. With an open seat for Governor, many of these
events have been held and many more will be organized and
scheduled. In addition, all 99 state representatives are up for
re-election, as are some state senators, including Senator
John Lehman from Racine.

This year, we expect our members to have more
opportunities to support candidates for various offices in what
will be a very competitive fall election for those seeking to
hold onto their jobs, replace an incumbent, or win an open
seat, such as those seeking to be Wisconsin’s next Governor.
How a REALTOR® can support a candidate comes in many
forms. Some may choose to volunteer for a campaign. Others
may simply commit their vote or accept a yard sign. Many of
our members will make financial contributions to campaigns,
and that's where RPAC Direct Giver comes into play.

RPAC Direct Giver is a smart and unique way to
contribute to anyone running for any office, whether it is
local, county, state or federal. There are many
advantages for REALTORS® who make their political
contributions through RPAC Direct Giver. First, it is
important to understand that the individual donor still
receives full credit from the campaign or candidate for
making the donation. They are recognized by the
campaign the same as if they had just written a check
directly to the campaign or candidate. One advantage of
going through RPAC Direct Giver is that the contribution
is known to have come from someone working in real
estate and someone who places importance on decisions
made by elected officials which affect the real estate
industry. In addition, the Racine Board of REALTORS®
receives credit for every contribution a member makes
through RPAC, which counts toward their annual goal.

Therefore, making political donations not only offers a
way for anyone to participate in politics, it can help those
seeking office understand some of the things their donors
care about. Using RPAC Direct Giver as your conduit for
campaign contributions makes sense for you and the
association. Plus, not only can REALTOR® members
participate, but Affiliates can as well. Funding your RPAC
Direct Giver account is easy and can be done online at
this secure web site
https://www.wra.org/Government/RPAC/RPAC Direct Gi

ver_form.asp

After funding your RPAC Direct Giver account, whenever
you would like a contribution from your account to be
made, just e-mail Government Affairs Director Royce
DeBow at rdebow@wra.org. Checks made out to
candidates from your RPAC Direct Giver account can be
mailed to you for personal delivery, such as when
attending a fundraiser, or they can be mailed directly to
the candidate. This year we have two great RPAC Co-
Chairs, Julie Rae Lang and Pamela Cartwright. You'll be
hearing more about our efforts to help you participate in
politics through RPAC in the coming months.

Quotable

“Why pay money to have your family tree traced; go into
politics and your opponents will do it for you.” ~Author
Unknown









Executive Committee of the Board of Directors:

President

President-Elect

Sec/Treasurer
Affiliates Committee
Building Maintenance

Bylaws

Linda Johnson

Amy Karegeannes
John Suprak
Christine Markusen
Ted Hart

Marco Celeste
Executive Committee

Charitable Mission
Communications

Nicole Ramirez
John Suprak

First Weber Group

Shorewest REALTORS®
First Weber Group
Knight-Barry Title Co.
Shorewest REALTORS®
Curb Appeal Home Inspection

First Weber Group
First Weber Group

262-637-9801
262-637-2121
262-637-9801
262-633-2479
262-637-2121
262-939-3474

262-637-9801
262-637-9801

Education Carol Hawes RE/MAX Newport Realty 262-632-9990
Equal Opportunity Reggie Hunter Champayne Realty 262-902-5876
Finance Randy Curtin Curtin & Associates LLC 262-681-6379

Golf Committee

Governmental Affairs

MLS Representative

Kelly Remer-Stinefast

Monte Bohman, Co-Chair

Fritz Cape

Royce DeBow, Co-Chair
Grievance Committee Scott Fortier

Sandy Carlson

U.S. Bank

Johnson Bank

Shorewest REALTORS®
Government Affairs Director
RE/MAX Newport Realty
RE/MAX Newport Realty

262- 884-3803
262-681-4652
262-637-2121
262-994-2231
262-632-9990
262-632-9990

Nominating * Pat Murphy First Weber Group 262-637-9801
Sue Causey, Co-Chair Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 262-681-2020
Orientation Jessica Genrich First Weber Group 262-637-9801
Jessica Smith Shorewest REALTORS® 262-637-2121
Personnel ** Peggy Shumway American Homes Realty 262-631-6909

Professional Standards Sandy Carlson

Programs
RPAC

Kate Venturini

Julie Lang, Co-Chair

RE/MAX Newport Realty
Shorewest REALTORS®
First Weber Group

Shorewest REALTORS®

262-632-9990
262-637-2121
262-637-9801
262-636-2121

Pamela Cartwright, Co-Chair

Strategic Planning Executive Committee

If you would like to share information with one of these chairs, we want to be sure that you know who to contact.
Remember, you can always contact Linda Johnson or Gary Stamm with any ideas or suggestions that you may have.

* Must be a past-President or ROY to be on the committee ** A standing committee made up of the five past-Presidents
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